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Thank you all for coming. Please be seated.
Dr. Edwards, thanks for your kind words.
Congressman Lantos -- no better friend to
freedom, by the way; Congressman
Rohrabacher, the same. Members of the Czech
and Hungarian parliaments; ambassadors;

Bai phat biéu ciia TT. Bush tai 1& khanh thanh Dai
Twéng Niém Cac Nan Nhan cia Cha Nghia Cong San.
Washington , D.C.

10:35 A.M. EDT

Xin hoan nghénh tit ca quy vi dd dén tham dy!Cam on
Ts. Edwards vé nhitng 10i t6t dep cua ong.
Thua 6ng Dan biéu Lantos, khong c6 ngudi ban nao tot
hon cho tu do, va 6ng Dan biéu Rohrabacher cling thé.
Kinh thua quy vi thanh vién Qudc hoi hai nuée Cong hoa
Czech va Hungrary; quy vi dai st; va quy quan khach; va




distinguished guests; and more importantly, the
survivors of Communist oppression, I'm honored
to join you on this historic day. (Applause.)

And here in the company of men and women
who resisted evil and helped bring down an
empire, | proudly accept the Victims of
Communism Memorial on behalf of the
American people. (Applause.)

The 20th century will be remembered as the
deadliest century in human history. And the
record of this brutal era is commemorated in
memorials across this city. Yet, until now, our
Nation's Capital had no monument to the victims
of imperial Communism, an ideology that took
the lives of an estimated 100 million innocent
men, women and children. So it's fitting that we
gather to remember those who perished at
Communism's hands, and dedicate this memorial
that will enshrine their suffering and sacrifice in
the conscience of the world.

Building this memorial took more than a
decade of effort, and its presence in our capital is
a testament to the passion and determination of
two distinguished Americans: Lev Dobriansky,
whose daughter Paula is here -- (applause) --
give your dad our best. And Dr. Lee Edwards.
(Applause.) They faced setbacks and challenges
along the way, yet they never gave up, because
in their hearts, they heard the voices of the fallen
crying out: "Remember us."”

These voices cry out to all, and they're legion.
The sheer numbers of those killed in
Communism's name are staggering, so large that
a precise count is impossible. According to the
best scholarly estimate, Communism took the
lives of tens of millions of people in China and
the Soviet Union, and millions more in North
Korea , Cambodia , Africa, Afghanistan ,
Vietnam , Eastern Europe , and other parts of the
globe.

Behind these numbers are human stories of
individuals with families and dreams whose lives
were cut short by men in pursuit of totalitarian
power. Some of Communism's victims are well-
known. They include a Swedish diplomat named
Raoul Wallenberg, who saved 100,000 Jews
from the Nazis, only to be arrested on Stalin's
orders and sent to Moscow 's Lubyanka Prison,
where he disappeared without a trace. They
include a Polish priest named Father
Popieluszko, who made his Warsaw church a

quan trong nhét 1a nhitng nan nhan sdng sét cta sy dan ap
cua Cong san, toi rat han hanh duogc tham du véi quy vi
trong ngay lich st hom nay.

Vanoi day la nhirng doan ngudi nam va nir da tirng
chéng cy lai loai 4c quy (CS) va pha sap mot dé quc
(CS), to1 hanh di¢n xin dugc thay mat nhan dan Hoa Ky
nhan 1anh Pai Tuong Niém Cac Nan Nhan CS

Thé ky 20 s& duoc nhd nhu 13 mot thé ky tang toc nhat
trong lich sir nhan loai. Va su that cta thoi dai tan bao nay
dang duoc tudong nhd trong cac budi 18 tudng niém trong
thanh phd nay. Trudc day, thi d6 Washington cua Hoa Ky
chua c6 mot dai twong niém nao danh cho cac nan nhan
ctia Chu nghia Cong san (CNCS), mét Iy thuyét da giét
hai khoang 100 triu nguoi dan dng, dan ba va tré em vo
t61. Cho nén ddy 1a mot diéu hop Iy khi chung ta gip nhau
tai day dé tuong nhd dén nhiing ngudi di bi sat hai boi
ban tay ctia CNCS, va dang hién dai tuong niém nay dé
cung kinh su dau kho va hy sinh cta ho trong lwong tim
nhan loai.

NG lyc dé xay dung dai tudng niém nay da can hon
mot thap nién, va sy hién dién cta nd tai thi do ctia chung
ta 1a mot bang chimg manh mé cho tinh cam va sy cuong
quyét cta hai quy vi ngudi My: ong Lev Dobriansky, ma
o con gai ctia 6ng dang c6 mat ¢ day. Xin goi dén than
phu cua c6 101 tham hoi né)ng nhiét nhat. Va Ts. Lee
Edwards. Ho da gap phai nhiing trd ngai va khé khan
trong viéc (xay dung dai tudng ni¢m) nay, nhung khong
bao gid bo cude bdi vi trong tham tam cua ho, ho da nghe
tiéng khoc than ciia nhitng nguoi da ngi guc: "Hiy nhd
dén ching toi".

Nhing tiéng khoc than nay c6 rat nhiéu va vang doi
dén véi tat ca chung ta. Nhimg con s rd rang ctia nhiing
nguoi da bi sat hai dud6i danh nghia cua CNCS that la
khung khiép, nhitng con s6 qua 16n dén ndi viéc mudn
dém mot cach chinh xac khong thé thuc hién duoc. Theo
cac udc tinh mot cach khoa hoc thi CNCS da sat hai hang
triéu ngudi tai Trung qudc va Lién bang S6 Viét, va hang
triéu ngudi khac tai Bac Han, Cam B&t, Phi Chau, A Phu
Han, VN, Dong Au va cac khu vuc khéc trén qua dia cau.

Ping sau nhirng con s6 nay 1a nhimg cau chuyén
thuong tdm cua cac ca nhan voi nhiing gia dinh va giéc
mo cta ho di bi cat ngin boi nhiing ké theo du01 quyén
luc doc tai. Nhiéu nan nhén cta Cong san rat noi tiéng,
Trong d6 c¢6 nha ngoai giao Thuy. Pién tén 1a Raoul
Wallenberg, 1a nguoi da ciru 100 ngan nguoi Do Thai
khoi ban tay cta Ptrc Qudc X4, dé roi bi Stalin ra 1énh bt
gilt va dua dén nha tu Lubyanka tai Mac Tu Khoa, noi ma
ong da bi bién mat khong co tung tich. Trong d6 c6 mot
linh myc Céng gi4o, cha Popieluszko, 1a ngudi da bién
nha tho cua 6ng tai Warsaw thanh mot noi an toan cho
cac thanh vién bi mat ciia Cong doan Poan Két Solidarity,



sanctuary for the Solidarity underground, and
was kidnaped, and beaten, and drowned in the
Vitsula by the secret police.

The sacrifices of these individuals haunt
history and behind them are millions more who
were killed in anonymity by Communism's
brutal hand. They include innocent Ukrainians
starved to death in Stalin's Great Famine; or
Russians killed in Stalin's purges; Lithuanians
and Latvians and Estonians loaded onto cattle
cars and deported to Arctic death camps of
Soviet Communism. They include Chinese killed
in the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural
Revolution; Cambodians slain in Pol Pot's
Killing Fields; East Germans shot attempting to
scale the Berlin Wall in order to make it to
freedom; Poles massacred in the Katyn Forest;
and Ethiopians slaughtered in the "Red Terror";
Miskito Indians murdered by Nicaragua's
Sandinista dictatorship; and Cuban balseros who
drowned escaping tyranny. We'll never know the
names of all who perished, but at this sacred
place, Communism's unknown victims will be
consecrated to history and remembered forever.

We dedicate this memorial because we have
an obligation to those who died, to acknowledge
their lives and honor their memory. The Czech
writer Milan Kundera once described the
struggle against Communism as "the struggle of
memory against forgetting.” Communist regimes
did more than take their victims' lives; they
sought to steal their humanity and erase their
memory. With this memorial, we restore their
humanity and we reclaim their memory. With
this memorial, we say of Communism's innocent
and anonymous victims, these men and women
lived and they shall not be forgotten.
(Applause.)

We dedicate this memorial because we have
an obligation to future generations to record the
crimes of the 20th century and ensure they're
never repeated. In this hallowed place we recall
the great lessons of the Cold War: that freedom
is precious and cannot be taken for granted; that
evil is real and must be confronted; and that
given the chance, men commanded by harsh and
hateful ideologies will commit unspeakable
crimes and take the lives of millions.

It's important that we recall these lessons
because the evil and hatred that inspired the
death of tens of millions of people in the 20th

roi ong bi mat vu cong an bét coc, danh dap va dim nudc
cho dén chét tai Vitsula.

Nhiing hy sinh cta cic ca nhan nay 4m anh lich st va
dang sau ho 13 thém hang triéu nguoi khac di bi giét bi
mat trong ban tay tan bao cia CNCS. Trong d6 c6 nhiing
nguoi Ukrainian vo toi bi bo doi dén chét trong nan doi vi
dai thoi Stalin; hodc nhitng ngudi Nga bi giét trong cac
chién dich cai cach cta Stalin; nhirng nguoi Lithuanian,
Latvian va Estonian da bi téng 1én cac xe cho bo va truc
Xudt vao cac trai tir than tai ving Biac Cuc Arctic cta
Cong san SO Viét. Trong d6 c6 cac nguoi Trung Hoa bi
giét trong chién dich "Budc Pai Nhay Vot" cuia cudce
Cach mang Vin héa; nhitng ngudi Cam bét bi giét trong
nhitng canh dong chét choc cua Pol Pot; nhitng ngudi dan
DPoéng P bi ban chét vi dy tinh tréo qua Birc tuong B4
Linh dé vuot thoat dén tu do; ngudi Ba Lan bi tan sat tai
khu rimg Katyn; ngudi Ethiopian bi giét trong chién dich
"khung bd d6"; ngudi da do Miskito bi am sat boi ché do
doc tai CS Sandinista tai Nicaragua; va nhimg thuyén
nhan nguoi Cuba bi chét dudi vi mudn trén thoat nhiing
ké doc tai.

Chung ta s& khong bao gio biét tén tudi ctia nhitng
ngudi di tir nan, nhung 6 tai noi linh thiéng nay, tit ca
cac nan nhan vo danh cua chi nghia Cong san s& dugc
khic ghi vao lich sir va dugc tuong nhd mudn doi. Chung
ta dang hién dai tuong niém nay boi vi ching ta ¢ mot
bon phan dbi v6i nhitng ngudi da chét, dé cong nhan va
vinh danh tinh than ctia ho. C6 1an nha van Tiép khic
Milan Kundera di dién ta sy d4u tranh chong lai CNCS

"nhu 12 sy d4u tranh cta tinh than chéng lai ling quén".
Céc ché do CS khong nhiing chi cudp di mang song cua
cac nan nhan, ma con tim cach dé an cap ban tinh con
nguoi va xo4 bo tinh than ctia ho". Véi dai tuong niém
nay, chung ta tai 1ap ban tinh con ngudi va 13y lai tinh
than cho ho. Vi dai tuong niém nay, ching ta mudn néi
V&1 cac nan nhan vo td1 va vo danh cia CNCS r'flng, ho
van song mai va khong bao gio bi lang quén trong long
chdng ta.

Chung ta dang hién dai twong niém nay boi vi ching
ta c6 mot bon phan ddi voi cac thé hé twong lai, dé ghi lai
nhiing tdi 4c ciia thé ky 20 va chac chin khong cho nhiing
t6i ac nay duoc 1ap lai. O noi ton kinh nay ching ta nhd
lai bai hoc 16n cua thoi chién tranh lanh: tu do vo cung
quy gia va khong thé coi thuong; loai quy CS 1a c6 that va
phai bi ti€u diét; va néu c6 co hoi thi con nguoi dam xi
dung nhirng 1y thuyét nghiém khic va thu han dé thuc
hién nhiing toi 4c khong thé tuong tugng duge dé giét hai
hang triéu nguoi.

Diéu quan trong 1a chting ta nh¢ lai nhitng bai hoc nay
vi loai quy CS va long thu han di gay ra céi chét cua hang
chuc triéu nguoi trong thé ky 20 van con dang hoat dong



century is still at work in the world. We saw its
face on September the 11th, 2001. Like the
Communists, the terrorists and radicals who
attacked our nation are followers of a murderous
ideology that despises freedom, crushes all
dissent, has expansionist ambitions and pursues
totalitarian aims. Like the Communists, our new
enemies believe the innocent can be murdered to
serve a radical vision. Like the Communists, our
new enemies are dismissive of free peoples,
claiming that those of us who live in liberty are
weak and lack the resolve to defend our free way
of life. And like the Communists, the followers
of violent Islamic radicalism are doomed to fail.
(Applause.) By remaining steadfast in freedom's
cause, we will ensure that a future American
President does not have to stand in a place like
this and dedicate a memorial to the millions
Killed by the radicals and extremists of the 21st
century.

We can have confidence in the power of
freedom because we've seen freedom overcome
tyranny and terror before. Dr. Edwards said
President Reagan went to Berlin . He was clear
in his statement. He said, "tear down the wall,"
and two years later the wall fell. And millions
across Central and Eastern Europe were liberated
from unspeakable oppression. It's appropriate
that on the anniversary of that speech, that we
dedicate a monument that reflects our confidence
in freedom's power.

The men and women who designed this
memorial could have chosen an image of
repression for this space, a replica of the wall
that once divided Berlin , or the frozen barracks
of the Gulag, or a killing field littered with
skulls. Instead, they chose an image of hope -- a
woman holding a lamp of liberty. She reminds
us of the victims of Communism, and also of the
power that overcame Communism.

Like our Statue of Liberty, she reminds us
that the flame for freedom burns in every human
heart, and that it is a light that cannot be
extinguished by the brutality of terrorists or
tyrants. And she reminds us that when an
ideology kKills tens of millions of people, and still
ends up being vanquished, it is contending with
a power greater than death. (Applause.) She
reminds us that freedom is the gift of our
Creator, freedom is the birthright of all
humanity, and in the end, freedom will prevail.

trén thé gidi. Chiing ta da nhin thy bd mat cua ching vao
ngay 11 thang 9 nam 2001. Ciling glong nhu Cong san,
nhitng ké khung b6 va qua khich da tin cong qudc gia
chung ta, ching 1a nhimg ké theo dudi mot ly thuyet sat
nhan coi thuong tu do, dé nat tit ca nhitng bat dong chinh
kién, c6 nhitng tham vong trai rong va theo dubi mot muc
dich dgc tai. Cling giong nhu Cong San, ké thu mdi cua
chuing ta tin rang nhirmg nguoi vo toi ¢o thé bi sat hai dé
phuc vu cho mét quan diém qua khich. Cling glong nhu
Cong san, ké thu moi cua chung ta khong can blet dén
nhing nguoi ty do, va cho rang nhiing ngudi song trong
tur do nhu chiing ta thi yéu dudi va thiéu cach gial quyét
dé bao vé 16i sdng tu do cua chung ta. Cling giéng nhu
Cong san, nhitng ké theo 1y thuyet bao dong cua nguoi
Hbi gido qué khich s& di vao chd thit bai. Bang su ton tai
khong thay d6i trong van dé van dong cho tu do, chung ta
chic chin rang mot vi Tong thong tuong lai cua Hoa Ky
s& khong phai dung tai mot noi nhu thé nay dé hién dang
dai tudng ni€m cho hang tri¢u nguoi bi sat hai boi nhitng
ké qua khich va cuc doan ctia thé ky 21.

Chung ta c6 thé tu tin & sitc manh ctia Ty Do vi trude
day, ching ta da thay tu do chién thang doc tai va khing
b. Tién si Edwards néi rang TT. Reagan da dén Ba Linh.
Va TT. Reagan d 16 rang trong 10i tuyén b6. Ong néi,

"pha blrc tudng nay xudng", va hai nam sau buc tuong da
sup do. Va hang triéu ngudi & ving Trung va Dong Au da
duogc giai phong khoi sy dan ap khong thé tuong tuong
dugc. Piéu thich hop 1a trong dip ky niém bai dién van
d6, chung ta dang hién mot dai tuong niém dé phan anh
su tu tin cua ching ta trong strc manh cua tu do.

Nhitng nguoi thiét ké dai tuong niém da c6 thé chon
mot hinh anh dan ap cho khu vuc nay, hay mot ban sao
clia birc tudng da c6 1an chia cit thanh phd B4 Linh, hay
nhitng khu nha lanh cong cua trai tu Gulag, hay mgt canh
dong day chét choc trai day nhitng so ngudi. Nhung thay
vao do, ho chon mdt hinh 4nh cua hy vong. Mot nguoi
phu nitr cAm mot ngon dén tu do. Ba nhic cho chiing ta
nh¢ dén nhitng nan nhan ciia CNCS, va dong thoi cai stic
manh di chién thing Cong san.

Gidng nhu tugng Nit Than Ty Do, ba di nhic ching
ta rang ngon Itra tyr do dang chay trong timg tim hon con
ngudi, va d6 1 ngon lira khong thé bi dap tat boi sy tan
bao ctia khiing bd hay doc tai. Va ba nhic ching ta rang
khi mot 1y thuyét giét hang triéu ngudi ma véan bi két thic
bang that bai, thi twong duong véi mot sirc manh 16n hon
than chét. Ba nhic chung ta rang tir do 13 qua ting cua
Thuong Dé, tu do 1 quyén dugc huong khi chao doi ciia
tat ca nhan loai, va cubi cung thi tuy do sé& tdn tai.

TOi xin cam on tirg nguoi trong quy vi, nhitng nguoi
da lam cho dai tuong niém nay tré thanh hién thuc trong
cong cudc van dong cho tu do cua quy vi. T6i cdm on quy



(Applause.) vi vé 10ng nhiét thanh dé tuong nhé dén nhimg nguoi da

I thank each of you who made this memorial hy sinh mang sng ctia minh vi sy tan 4c caa Cong
possible for your service in freedom's cause. | san. Cau xin cho cac nan nhan cia CNCS dugc nghi
thank you for your devotion to the memory of yén. Cau xin cho nhimg ai dang lién tuc bi doa day dudi
those who lost their lives to Communist terror. chu nghia Cong san s& tim dugc ty do. Va xin Thuong
May the victims of Communism rest in peace. DPé ban tir do cho chiing ta, xin chiic lanh cho dai tudng
May those who continue to suffer under niém tuyét voi ndy va cho tat ca nhiing ai dén day tham
Communism find their freedom. And may the viéng ba.

God who gave us liberty bless this great Xin Thugng Dé ban phudc lanh (cho cic nan nhan)!
memorial and all who come to visit her.
God bless. (Applause.) (Xin trich bai dich cua Lich su Viét dich)
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