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MEMORANDUM FOR Vietnam Veterans of America and the Republic of Vietham.

SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation to all Vietham Veterans.

Chuén Tuéng Chau Lap Thé

Dear distinguished guests, fellow veterans, ladies and gentlemen:

President John F. Kennedy once said, “a nation reveals itself not only by the men it produces, but
also by the men it honors, the men it remembers.” In that spirit, | am truly grateful for the

opportunity to honor you with my heartfelt THANK YOU for your service!

To our Aunts and Uncles of the QLVNCH, we are forever grateful for your military service and
sacrifice in protecting your fellow countrymen from communism for over 20 years. Collectively,
we owe you and your families a great debt, one infinitely larger than can ever be repaid. Tonight,
| can’t say that | could fully comprehend what you and your families have been through during
those very difficult years. However, | can honestly say, to some degree, that | do understand your
sacrifice and your pride towards being a proud member of the QLVNCH because | am also very
proud of my father who served and gave his life to our homeland in addition to his only brother
(my uncle) who also served with the elite Ranger BDQ units in Hue for most of his adult life until
the war ended. My 30+ years of military service in America has also given me a greater
appreciation for your service to our motherland. You have my sincere admiration and respect as

fellow veterans.

To our severely wounded Aunts and Uncles of the QLVNCH who are still in Vietnam today and
unable to join us here, | send you my deepest admiration, respect and immense heartfelt THANK

YOU for your service. You and your family undoubtedly sacrificed life and limb to protect your
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fellow countrymen from evil. Life certainly hasn’t been very kind to you and your families.
However, | sincerely hope that you do find some comfort in that we, your fellow Viethamese

around the globe, are thinking of you and sending you our love and prayers.

To all Vietham Veterans of America, we are forever indebted to you and this great nation for this
priceless gift of freedom. You are guardians of peace, a bulwark of liberty and the beacon of light
for those in dark places. We know this to be true all too well, because we were one of those in
such dark places. The universal cry for freedom we are seeing in the world today is in no small
part due to the example you set on those distance battlefields. Your devotion to duty and
dedication to serve your fellow men has inspired me to follow your footsteps since my arrival in

this country 38 years ago.

Today, I’'m exceedingly proud to say that we have three Vietnamese-American General Officers,
thousands more Vietnamese-Americans serving in all seven services and hundreds more
engineers and scientists working around the clock to support our warfighters with advanced
technologies from the home front. Whenever and wherever our nation has called — in times of
darkness and danger as well as in times of peace and prosperity — You, our Vietnam Veterans
have been there. You have proudly carried the torch of liberty for all to see. Your patriotism,
sacrifices and selfless service to defend the Republic of Vietnam, to preserve the freedom and
our way of life for nearly 20 years, is honorable and just. We are eternally indebted to you for your
service and WELCOME HOME!

To my younger brothers and sisters, | can personally attest to the fact that these brave Vietnam
Veterans here today and around the country are heroes of our generation. They faithfully
answered the call when their nation needed them and have served honorably and at a time without
much appreciation from their fellow countrymen. They fought in one of the toughest wars that our
country and the world have ever seen. They fought gallantly against a ruthless and illusive enemy
who valued no international norm. Despite all these odds, they never lost a single battle. So |
challenge all of you tonight, my younger brothers and sisters to follow these humbled heroes’

footsteps as | have done for over 30 years to serve my communities and my adoptive country.
LAPTHE C. FLORA

BG, VaARNG Assistant Adjutant General — Army Land Component Commander

Thw g&i cac chién binh Viét Nam ctia Hoa Ky va Viét Nam Céng Hoa.

L&i cdm on téi tat ca cac cwu chién binh da tieng tham chién tai Viét Nam .

Kinh gui quy quan khéch, cdc cwu chién binh, quy ba va quy éng:

Téng thdng John F. Kennedy da tirng néi, “Mot quéc gia khdng chi duwoc thé hién béi nhirng
ngwdi dwoc sinh ra noi d6, ma con béi nhirng ngudi anh hung dwoc qubc gia do ton vinh va ghi
nhé.“ Trong tinh than d6, tdi xin chan thanh dwoc vinh danh va tri an quy vi tlr trong sau thdm

clia trai tim minh vé sy hy sinh cao c& ma céc vi da trai qua.

Kinh thwa cac chu , bac, c6, di cia QLVNCH ! Chung t6i luon biét on tinh than phung sw va hy
sinh clia quy vi da chién dau cang truwdng trong 20 ndm dé bao vé déng bao va mién Nam khdi
s xam chiém cutia cong san B&c Viét. Hon hét,tat ca chung ta no' quy vi va gia dinh quy vi mét
moén ne an tinh ma khong biét bao gi& mai tra dwoc. H6m nay , t6i khdng thé néi hét dwoc nhivng

gian nan ma cac chu bac va gia dinh cac vi da phai chiu dwng trong nhirng nam thang khoé khan



do6 . Nhwng du sao, t6i xin thanh that ndi, tdi cé thé hiéu dwoc sy hy sinh clia quy vi va niém tw
hao ctia quy vi khi phuc vu trong QLVNCH vi téi cling rat tw hao vé cha téi da phuc vu va hy sinh
mang sbng cho chinh nghia quéc gia , k& ca chu t6i, mét ngwdi tirng phuc vu trong Binh Chiing
Biét Dong Quan tai Hué subt cudc doi trai tré ctia dng cho dén khi tan cudc chién. Cudc doi hon
30 nam binh nghiép trong quan déi Hoa Ky cang lam cho t6i ngwdng mo sy hy sinh cao ca cla
quy vi cho qué me Viét Nam. Xin quy vi nhan noi t6i Ibng nguwdng md va sy kinh phuc cia mét

nguwdi quan nhan.

Dbi v&i cac chu bac Thwong Phé Binh VNCH con ket lai qué nha , xin nhan noi ching téi long
ngudng mo, sw kinh trong va long biét on , xin chan thanh cdm on sy hy sinh cao ca cta quy Vi
. Cac chu bac da hy sinh mét phan than thé dé bao vé dong bao dé chéng lai mét bon ac quy.
Quy vi va gia dinh da phai séng trong 1am than bao lau nay. Téi mong réng v&i tAm long cua

chdng t6i ludn hwéng vé qué nha sé phan nao lam xoa diu ndi dau clia cac vi .

Déi v6i tat ca cac cuwu chién binh Viét Nam cia Hoa Ky, ching t6i mai mai no' cac vi va qubc gia
vi dai nay mét mon qua voé gia doé la hai chir TU DO . Cac vi la ngwoi da bao vé hoa binh , cac vi
la mét bire twdng tw do va la moét ngon hai dang thap sang cho nhivrng ngudi & noi tdi tam. Chung
t6i biét rat rérang diéu d6, bdi vi ching tdi da phai tréi qua nhirng noi tam téi d6. Tiéng kéu chung
cho tw do ma ching ta dang thay trén thé gi¢i ngay nay cé mét phan déng gép khéng nhé cla
quy Vi ttr noi chién trudng xa x6i d6. Long qua cdm va tinh than trach nhiém ctia cac vi da chién
d4u dé bao vé nhan loai la moét thuc day cao quy cho téi tiép budc con dwdng clia cac vi ké t

khi t&i d&t chan 1én dat nwéc Hoa Ky nay 38 nam vé truéec.

Ho6m nay, t6i rat tw hao khi ndi rang chuing ta da cé ba twéng My gbc Viét , hang ngan quan nhan
My gbc Viét phuc vu trong tat ca bay binh chiing, hang trdm kj sw va khoa hoc gia lam viéc subt
ngay dém dé hé tro' cac chién trudéng véi nhikng vi khi téi tan nhat tr hau phwong. Khi qubc gia
kéu goi, bat cv khi ndo va & noi nao can dén, trong lic day hiém nguy va tdm téi, hay thoi binh
va thinh vugng-Céac cyu chién binh Viét Nam déu c6 mat! Cac vi da hanh dién mang ngon duébc
tw do dé tat cad moi ngudi déu thdy. Long yéu nwéc, sw hy sinh va tinh than phuc vu quén minh
clia quy vi dé bao vé mién nam Viét Nam trong subt 20 n&m 1a vinh dy va xrng dang. Chung toi

mai mai mang on quy vi, va xin mét 1an nira dén chao quy vi trd vé !

Cac ban tré than mén ! Ca nhan t6i xin khang dinh rng cac cwu chién binh Viét Nam can trwéong
c6 méat hém nay tai day va trén khap nwéc My déu la nhirng vi anh huing cla thé hé chang ta. Ho
dap 16i t quéc, ra di theo tiéng goi clia non séng, ngay ca khi ddng bao cia ho khéng tng ho |
ho phai chién d4u trong mot cudc chién khéc liét nhat ma dat nwéc ching ta va thé gi¢i chwa bao
gi® thay. Ho chién diu anh diing chdng lai mét ké& thu hung &c va ma quai, nhivng con nguoi
khéng tén trong nhirng quy luat ctia qudc té va nhan loai. DU v&i bao cam go do, ho khéng bai
mot tran nao. Vi vay i thach thirc cac ban hém nay, cac ban tré, hay tiép buwéc cac vi anh hang

nay nhu toi da lam 30 nam qua dé phuc vu cdng déng va quéc gia .
Tréan Trong.

LAPTHE C. FLORA

BG, VaARNG Assistant Adjutant General — Army Land Component Commander




