HAI QUAN TRUNG TA KIMBERLY M. MITCHELL
Em bé gai trén Pai L6 Kinh Hoang cua Mua Hé B6 Lira 1972 bay gi® la Trung Ta Hoa Ky
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Mét chuyén rat xic déng giia tinh quan nhan va déng bao, dac biét nan nhan chién tranh:

DPai 16 Kinh Hoang Quang Tri.

Vao mua hé dé Itra ndm 1972, mét em bé 4 thang tudi nam trén xac me trén Pai L6 Kinh Hoang;
em dang truon nguoi trén bung me tim v dé bu nhung me da chét tir bao gio. Mot nguoi linh
Quéan Cu chay ngang, bong em bé bé vao chiéc nén 14 roi chay qua cdu My Chanh, trao lai cho

mét Thiéu ty Thdy Quén Luc Chién dang hanh quén.

Em bé ngay xwa, nay la Trung Ta Kimberly M. Mitchell

Bao nam tréi qua, em bé mb céi me nay tré thanh Trung T4 trong Quén Luc Hoa Ky con nguoi
Thiéu Gy TQLC sang Hoa Ky theo dién HO nay dang dinh cu tai tiéu bang New Mexico. Hai nguoi
vira gap nhau sau 41 ndm bat vé am tin. Ngay Thir Ba 2 thang 4, 2013 vira qua, nhan djp sang


https://youtu.be/h12_Ghzrp5A
https://youtu.be/6TaDovn5Frc

California dw 18 cudi, nguoi Thiéu Uy TQLC nay da ké cho phéng vién Vién Béng cau chuyén

cam déng va ly ky ngay tai khach san noi ng dang tam cw ngu.

Nguoi Thiéu Uy TQLC tén la Tran Khéc Béo. Vao thoi diém 1972 éng con déc than va phuc vu
tai Dai DOi Van Tai Sw Poan Thiy Quén Luc Chién, duoc biét phai sang Phong 4 cta Sw Poan
lam st quan phu tréch chuyén van. Vao séng 1 théng 5 ndm 1972, Thiéu Uy Béo duoc lénh cép
trén, cung mot sé déng déi mé cudc hanh quan dé giup di chuyén Tiéu Poan 7 TQLC ra khéi
vung vtra bi that thu thude tinh Quéng Tri vi mét sé déng quén nhén bj that lac khéng tim théy vi
chi huy cta ho. Ngoai ra, 6ng ciing xin 1énh gitp di tan cac Quén, Dan, Can, Chinh khac dang
tim duong chay vé phia nam séng My Chénh la noi quén d6i VNCH con dang trén gid; 6ng duoc

cép trén chép thuan.

Khi don vi 6ng dén cdu My Chanh (Quéng Tri) thi noi day la phong tuyén cudi cung cuia VNCH
dé ngadn chdn quan Cdng San Béc Viét tran xubéng phia Nam. Ong da chi huy 20 quan xa GMC
thuc hién cép téc cudc di tan sudt ngay. Pén khodng 4 hay 5 gior chiéu éng Tran Khéc Béo nhin
thay thép thoang bén kia cdu con mét ngudi dang ém chiéc nén 14 thét théu di qua véi déng didu
hét sikc méi mét. Ong dinh chay qua gitp ngudi nay nhung vi Thiéu Té Tiéu Poan Truéng Tiéu

Poan 5 TQLC dang trach nhiém trén gic tai dé la Ion:

- “C4y cau tao da gai min, cé thé né va sén sang pha hiy khi thdy chién xa Viét Céng xuét hién,

dtrng chay qua, may sé bj bé lai bén dé khéng vé lai duoc dau nghe!”
Ong ¢b nai ni:
- “Pai Bang che em moét chit, cho em ctru nguoi cudi cung nay.”

Va 6ng chay dén duwa nguoi ndy qua cau. Thdy ngudi nay di khéng nbi, thét tha thét théu ma tay

con cb 6m vong chiéc nén 14, Thiéu Uy Bao néi dua:
- “Di khéng néi ma con mang theo vang bac chéu bau gi nita day cha n6i?”
Nguoi 6m vong chiéc nén I& néi véi Thiéu dy Tran Khdc Béo:

- “Em Ia linh Quén Cu thuéc Tiéu Khu Quéng Tri, trén duong chay vé day em théy cénh tuong
hét strc thuong tam nay, me né da chét ter bao gio khéng biét va né dang truon minh trén bung
me né tim v dé bu, em cdm Iong khéng duoc nén bé né bé vao chiéc nén 14 mang dén day trao
cho Thiéu Uy, xin 6ng rang ctru né vi em kiét strc roi, khéng thé di xa duoc niva va ciing khéng

co cach gi giup em bé nay.”
N6i xong anh ta trao chiéc nén I4 c6 em bé cho Thiéu ty Béo.

Ngteng mét chat, 6ng Bao néi voi chung téi:



- “Minh la nguoi linh VNCH, minh da duwoc huén luyén va thudéc ndm Iong tinh thédn ‘Té Quéc —
Danh Dw — Trach Nhiém’ nén luc dé téi nghi trach nhiém cta minh la lo cho dén nén téi nhan dira
bé va ndi v&i nguoi linh Quan Cu: ‘Théi dugc réi, dé toi lo cho né, con anh, anh ciing lo cho strc

khde cia anh, Ién GMC di dé chung téi dua anh vé vung an toan.”

Sau dé, nguoi si quan TQLC 6m em bé leo I1én chiéc xe Jeep chay vé Phong Pién, cach do
khodng 20 cay sb. Trén duong di, 6ng Béo cam thay réat béi rbi vi em bé khoc khéng thanh tiéng
vi d6i, khat ma éng thi con la mét thanh nién tré (luc dé méi 24 tubi) chura cé kinh nghiém gi nén

6ng hdi nguoi tai xé, bay gicr phdi lam sao? Nguoi tai xé tén Tai tra Ioi:

- “Ong théy cho n6 bu di! Ong thady khéng cé sia thi Idy bi déng nuéc chdm déu ngén tay vao

nuéc dé vao miéng né cho né ba.”

Ong Béo lam theo Ioi chi va em bé nin khéc réi ndm im cho dén khi éng dwa em vao Phong Xa
Héi ctua L&y Poan TQLC. Tai day, gdp Thiéu ta Nhiéu, Trudng Phong 4 TQLC, dng trao em bé

cho Thiéu ta Nhiéu va noi:

- “Thiéu ta, t6i c6 ltom moét em bé ngoai mét trén, xin giao cho Thiéu ta.”

Ong nay nhin 6ng Bao cuoi va noi:

- “May di danh giac ma con con roi con rot tum lum!”

Ong Bé&o thanh minh:

- “Khéng! Téi luom né ngoai mét trén; né dang ndm trén xéc me né.” Thiéu té Nhiéu béo:

- “Théi, dem em bé giao cho Phong X& Hoi dé ho lam thd tuc lo cho né.” Sau doé, éng Béo dua

em bé cho mdt nir quan nhén phu trach xa héi. C6 nay noéi voi bng:

- “Thiéu Gy giao thi Thiéu Gy phai co trach nhiém, vi em bé nay & ngoai mét trén thi Thiéu Gy phai

cho né céi tén va tén ho Thiéu Uy nira dé sau nay né biét coi nguén cta né ma tim.”

Lac dé, 6ng con ddc thadn nhung trong thdm tdm éng von nghi rdng sau nay khi 6ng cudi vo, néu
c6 con géi 6ng sé dat tén la Bich, néu con trai 6ng sé dét tén la Bao, nén sau khi nghe nguoi niv

quén nhén néi, 6ng Béo dat ngay cho em bé céi tén la Trén Thi Ngoc Bich.

Sau d6 6ng tré vé don vi va cudc chién ngay cang tré nén khéc liét cho téi thédng 3/1975, don vi
6ng bj thét thd cung L Poan 2 TQLC & Hué va éng Béo bj Viét cong bat lam tu binh. Mai dén
ndm 1981 6ng duoc ching tha vé gia dinh va bi quan ché. Thang 9/1994 éng duoc sang dinh cw

tai thanh ph6 Albuqueque, tiéu bang New Mexico...

Em Bé Mé Céi Gap May Man



Em bé Trén Thi Ngoc Bich duoc Phong Xa Hoi S Poan TQLC dem dén C6 Nhi Vién Thanh Tam

Pa N&ng giao cho cac Di Phuéc chdm séc. S6 hé so cia em la 899.

Mot hém c6 6ng Trung ST Hoa Ky thuéc binh ching Khéng Quén phuc vu tai phi truvong Ba Néng
tén 1a James Mitchell vd C6 Nhi Vién xin nhdn mét trong céc em tai day lam con nudi. Em Trén
Thi Ngoc Bich may méan lot vao mat xanh ctia 6ng James Mitchell va tré thanh thanh vién cua gia

dinh nay tir dé dén nay.

Sau khi roi khéi binh ching Khéng Quén, éng James Mitchell tré vé Hoa Ky vao ném 1972. Ong

quyét dinh mang theo dira con nuéi Tran Thi Ngoc Bich, lic d6 em méi duoc 6 théng.

Hai 6ng ba Mitchell dat tén My cho em la Kimberly Mitchell. Em & tai trang trai cta gia dinh tai
Solon Springs, tiéu bang Wisconsin. Kimberly Mitchell I6n 1én tai day va duoc bé me nubi rét
thuong yéu, coi nhuw con rudt. Em duoc di hoc, tham gia thé thao va vao héi thanh nién. Lén 1én
em vira di hoc vira phu gitip cha me nudi bo va lam phé mét. Cai tén Trén Thi Ngoc Bich da bj
quén lang ttr d6, va Kimberly Mitchell cho biét, méi khi nghe ai néi gi vé Viét Nam, cé thuong tw

hai, Viét Nam la ddu nhi?

Khi da cé tri khén, Kimberly Mitchell nhan thdy minh khéng phai ngudi My nhw bé me, khéng phai
con lai, khéng phai nguoi Tau. C6 khdng biét minh la ngudi nudc nao va clr mang céi thdc méc

d6 mai ma khéng ai c6 thé tra Ioi cho co.

Mot hém, Kimberly Mitchell danh bao hdi bé:

- “Con muén biét con nguoi gi, ngudn géc con & dau? Tai sao con lai la con bé me?”
B6 nuéi James giai thich cho cé:

- “Con la nguoi Viét Nam, b6 me xin con tir trong vién mé céi & Pa Néng, Viét Nam. Néu con
mudn tim nguén coi ctia con, con cé thé vé Pa Ning, may ra tim duoc téng tich cua gia dinh

b

con.

Ngay ttr khi Kimberly con hoc I6p ba, b6 nudi em dad mudn sau nay cho Kimberly gia nhdp Khéng
Quan nhan khi ¢é duoc chon tham dw hoéi thdo vé nghé thuét lanh dao danh cho nhitng hoc sinh
xuét séc. Nhung réi dinh ménh xui khién, cé lai theo Hai Quan. Trong thoi gian theo hoc, Kimberly
Mitchell phdi bé hoc mét ndm vi bé nuéi qua doi ndm 1991 trong mét tai nan tai trang trai cla gia
dinh. Sau do cé tré lai trirong va tiép tuc hoc. Ndm 1996 co tét nghiép Co Khi Hang Hai va phuc
vu trong Hai Quan Hoa Ky va hién nay mang cép bac Trung T4, Phé Giam Pbc Van Phong Tro

Giup Quén Nhén va Thén Nhén tai Ngi Giac Dai.

N&m 2011, Kimberly Mitchell tr& vé c¢b huong trong vai mot niv Trung Ta Hai Quéan, Quén Luc

Hoa Ky, mong gép lai nguoi than. Pén Vién Nubi Tré M6 Co6i Thanh Tam & Pa Néng, c6 may



mén gap duoc So Mary, ngudi tiép nhén cé ndm 1972 ter mét nik quén nhan Phong X& Hoi Sw

Poan TQLC. Gidy phut that cdm dong, nhung Kimberly chi duwoc So Mary cho biét:

- “Luc nguoi ta mang con téi ddy, con méi ¢6 4 thang va ho dat tén con la Tran Thi Ngoc Bich.

Ho néi me con da chét trén Pai L6 Kinh Hoang, con dwoc mét nguoi linh VNCH ctru dem dén
day giao cho C6 Nhi Vién réi di mét, vi luc doé chién tranh tan khéc 1&m.”

Kimberly khéng biét gi hon va cé quay tré lai My. Sau khi da biét minh la nguoi Viét Nam, thinh

thodng c6 viét trén website cadu chuyén cta minh.
Gdap Lai C6 Nhéan

Ong Tran Khic Bao dwa cho chiing téi xem mét sb hinh dnh, mdt sé béo tiéng Viét va méy to

bao tiéng Anh ddng hinh cudc gdp g& giira gia dinh 6ng va cé Tran Thi Ngoc Bich, va néi:

- “Sau khi ra tu Viét Cdng, téi cling cé tim hiéu xem em bé Tran Thi Ngoc Bich nay ra sao, ké ca
nguwoi linh Quén Cu ndm xwa, nhung tat ca déu bat vé 4m tin. Mét hém tinh ¢ téi doc duoc mét
bai viét cta téc gid Tric Giang trén to Viét Bao Hai Ngoai sb 66 phat hanh tai New Jersey, tac
gia ké lai cau chuyén di My ctia mét em bé trong c6 nhi vién Da N&ng mang tén Tran Thi Ngoc
Bich. Poc xong toi rat xuc déng pha 1&n vui mimng, vi cé thé 80, 90% c6 Ngoc Bich dé la do minh

ctru va dat tén cho cé.”

Sau dé, 6ng nho nguoi ban tén la Dao Thi Lé lam viéc trong New York Life, cé6 chéng nguoi My
va c6 em cing ¢ trong Hai Quéan Hoa Ky, lién lac tim kiém Mitchell. Va chinh cé Pao Thi Lé la

nguoi déu tién truc tiép noéi chuyén véi Tran Thi Ngoc Bich dang lam viéce tai Ngi Giéc Dai.

Theo 6ng nghi, cé thé co Mitchell ban tin

ban nghi, khéng biét chuyén nay cé ding
khéng hay l1a chuyén “thdy sang béat

quang lam ho” nhw 6ng cha minh thuéong

noi. Nhwng sau khi néi chuyén voi 6ng
Trdn Khdc Béo, Mitchell quyét dinh t6
‘ chire mét cude héi ngé trude cac co quan
: ' truyén théng. Co xin phép don vi va moi
duoc 7 dai truyén hinh cung mét sé

EETS MAN WHO SAVED HER LIFE 40 YEARS AGO [IRCA Sttt s

IPPET C ' "

phong vién bao chi tir Washington, D.C

' P LLSWsLLL Cube hoi ngd, theo 6ng Bao cho biét,
| ADOPTS FIRST-EVER TREATY TO REGULATE WORLDWIDE ARMS TRADING

hoan toan do cé Kimberly Mitchell quyét



dinh, dia diém la tru s& H6i Céng Pbng Nguoi Viét Quéc Gia New Mexico vao Thir Séu, ngay
29.8. 2012. C6 dén phi truong vao téi Thir Nam 28.8, gia dinh éng Bao ngé y ra phi truong dén
nhung c6 cho c6 Pao thj Lé biét la c6 khdng mudn gia dinh dén & phi truong ciing nhw duwa vao
khéch san. C6 mudn danh gidy phut that cam dong va y nghia nay truéc mét moi ngudi, déc biét
la truée mét cac co quan truyén thdng, va cé6 mubn éng Béo méc bd quan phuc TQLC nhuw khi

ong tiép nhan c6 dwa dén Phong Xa Hoi Swr Poan TQLC cach nay 41 ném.
Giay Phut Day Xuc Béng

Gia dinh 6ng Tran Khéc Bao gébm vo va con gai cung c6 mét. Khi 6ng Chi Tich Cong Bbng Ngudi
Viét Quéc Gia hdi cé Kimberly Mitchell:

- “C6 dén day tim ai?”

Cé tra loi:

- “T6i mudn tim 6ng Tran Khdc Bao.”

Vi Cha Tich quay sang 6ng Bao dang mac quén phuc va gidi thiéu:
- “Day la éng Tran Khdc Béo.”

Lap tue, Kimberly Mitchell Tréan Thi Ngoc Bich tién lai 6m I4y 6ng Béo va cé hai cung khéc nirc

ne.

Gidy phut xic déng qua di, cé Kimberly héi 6ng Tran Ngoc Béo:

- “Ong la nguoi da clru mang téi, t6i méi cé ngay hém nay; téi xin cam on éng, va bay gic éng
mubn gi & t6i?”

Ong Trén Khéc Béo néi :

- “Thurc sw bay gio téi chi muén cé néi véi téi mot 16 bang tiéng Viét, co6 hdy kéu toi la “Tia”. Vi

tat ca céc con téi déu goi téi bang Tia, téi xem c6 ciing nhuw con toi, ti chi mong diéu dé.”
Va éng man nguyén ngay, khi Kimberly Mitchell goi “Tia”. Ong néi véi ching toi:
- “Béy gio téi thuc sw mén nguyén.”

Tra Ioi cac cau hdi cla ching t6i, 6ng Tran Khdc Bao cho biét, c6 Kimberly chuwa lap gia dinh va
c6 ¢o hira sé thuong xuyén lién lac véi gia dinh éng. Ong c6 nhéc c6 Kimberly diéu nay, réng c6
khéng phéi la dira tré bj bé roi. Co da duoc nhiing ngudi linh VNCH c6 tinh thén trach nhiém ctu
séng trén bung me cé da chét, va chinh 6ng da dat tén cho cé la Tréan Thi Ngoc Bich. Ong ciing

mong rang sau nay, c6 cé thé tr& lai Quang Tri, may ra cé thé tim ra tung tich cha c6 hodc nguoi



than cua minh. Ong Tran Khéc Béo ciing cho biét, 6ng mét lién lac véi ngudi linh Quén Cu tur ltc

hai nguoi giao nhan dira bé dén nay.

Trong cudc héi ngd, tra Ioi cau hoi cua cac phong vién Hoa Ky, ni¥ Trung Téa Kimberly Mitchell
cho biét, c6 c6 hai cai may. Céi may thir nhét la c6 duoc tim thdy va mang téi trai mé céi . Céi
may thir hai la duoc éng ba James Mitchell buéc vao trai mb céi va néi véi céc So réng, 6ng

mudbn nhan em bé nay lam con nuéi.”

Céu chuyén sau 41 ndm két thuc tét dep, c6 Tran Thi Ngoc Bich dung la vién ngoc quy trén Pai
L6 Kinh Hoang nhw y nguyén cua nguwoi da cteu mang em, vi chinh ¢6 da lam vé vang cho dan
téc Viét khi c6 gdng hoc hanh dé tr& nén nguoi Ianh dao xuét séc trong Quan Luc Hoa Ky, mot

quén luc huing manh vao béc nhét thé gioi.

Nguoi quan nhén binh ching Quén Cu va nguoi si quan TQLC Trén Khéc Béo da thé hién tinh
thédn cia mét quan nhdn Quén Luc VNCH | luén d&t Té Quéc — Danh Dw va Trach Nhiém trén
hét.

Ngudn : http://viethamville.ca/article.4303

MY STORY STARTS AS AN ORPHANED BABY LEFT TO DIE ON THE SIDE
OF THE ROAD IN WAR-TORN VIETNAM.


http://vietnamville.ca/article.4303

I am almost 42 years old, but until one year ago, | barely knew anything about my background.

My adoptive father, Tsgt James Mitchell, U.S. Air Force, was stationed in DaNang, South Vietnam
atthe U.S. Air Base from 1971 to 1972. Assigned to the chapel as a chaplain’s assistant, he would

frequently visit the orphanage to bring supplies, gifts, and clothes to the nuns.
As the nuns told him stories about the crying infants before him, one stood out. That was me.

He was told that | had been abandoned on the streets of DaNang, found in a gutter, and that a
random person brought me to the orphanage where the nuns gave me the name of Tran Thi Ngoc
Bich.

To my dad, it was love at first sight.

In September of 1972, | became one of the lucky orphans to adopted and brought to the U.S. to
meet my nhew mother, Lucy Mitchell. My name was legally changed to Kimberly Mitchell. Because
my father was still serving on active duty in the Air Force, for the next few years, we were stationed
at Cannon Air Force Base in Clovis, New Mexico and at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio,
Texas. | was naturalized as a U.S. citizen in 1976, and in 1979, our family moved to Solon Springs,
Wisconsin, where my father retired from the U.S. Air Force after 23 years of service.

| grew up as a small town, all-American girl, in my mother’s hometown right across the street from

my grandparents. My grade school class boasted all of 22 students.

Unlike many of my school friends, | started to seriously think about a college education during my
sophomore year. My father naturally thought the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs
would be an excellent choice for his only daughter. Dad’s goal was derailed when | was selected
to attend the Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership (HOBY) Seminar during my sophomore year. At the
conference, | met a retired Navy admiral, who talked to me about my interest in attending a service
academy, and specifically the Air Force Academy. Aghast that the Naval Academy was not on
my radar screen, he mailed me package of pamphlets, brochures, and an academic catalog with

a description of all the various majors offered.
This girl from a land-locked small town immediately fell in love with the sea.

After a year of college-level academics, | graduated from the prep school in May 1991 and was

given a month off before | was scheduled to report to the Naval Academy in late June.

On June 13, 1991, while | was home in Solon Springs, my father, while working on our farm, was
struck by lightning and killed instantly. It was a shock for our entire family. | had less than two

weeks before | was due to report to the Naval Academy.



| did report, though, and weathered a great first two months, but realized that my mother and
brother needed help at home. The Naval Academy leadership couldn’t have been more supportive
during this time and agreed to allow me to resign my commission to return home. My advisors
helped ensure a quick transition and in September 1991 | found myself back in Solon Spring.

One year later, | returned to the Naval Academy with the class of 1996. My four years there were
filled with academics, sports and courses and demonstrations on how to be a leader. In May 1996,
| graduated with a degree in ocean engineering, and | was officially commissioned an Ensign in
the U.S. Navy.

I chose the Surface Warfare Community to begin a career being an officer onboard Naval ships
following graduation, and following basic Surface Warfare Officer training in Newport, RI, began
various sea duty assignments in Norfolk, VA. The Navy issued me order to Washington, D.C., as
part of the Washington Staff Navy Intern Program in August 2000. As part of this program, |
received my Master’s in organizational management from George Washington University, and |

was assigned three different internships with three different staff in the Washington, D.C. area.

Everyone remembers what they were doing when our country was attacked on September 11,
2001. I'm no different. | was in my second internship at the U.S. Department of State as the Iraq
Sanctions Officer. | had friends at the Pentagon who died that day, and for me, that day reminded
me of why | chose to serve, to help do my part in protecting our homeland, the land that | loved

so much.

Following graduation from GWU, | completed my department head tours in Pearl Harbor, HI and
in Bahrain. In 2006, | returned to the U.S. and was assigned to the Navy International Program
Office to conduct foreign military sales on behalf of the U.S. Navy. I'd now travelled around the

world, starting in Vietham as a child and returning to Asia as an adult with the U.S. Navy.

For the last two years of my 17-year Naval career | was privileged to be assigned to the Office of
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as the Deputy Director of the Office of Warrior and
Family Support. The mission of our office was to align the myriad support that existed within
communities and to help them focus on the specific needs necessary for successful transition and

reintegration for our service members, veterans, military families and families of the fallen.
In August 2012, | made one of the biggest decisions of my life.

I loved working with the communities and helping veterans reintegrate back into society. My boss,

Col. David Sutherland, was resigning to found the Dixon Center for Military and Veterans

Community Services, and he asked me to be his co-founder. This would be an entrepreneurial

organization and an opportunity to make a difference in peoples’ lives, building from the ground


http://dixon.easterseals.com/site/PageServer?pagename=dixon_homepage
http://dixon.easterseals.com/site/PageServer?pagename=dixon_homepage

up. | chose to resign my commission from the U.S. Navy and strike out with Dave.

It’s been just over one year and | don’t regret my decision at all. Together with our partner, Easter
Seals, Dixon Center has continued the mission we started at the Joint Chiefs Office to get
communities to work together, consolidate their resources to make a bigger, more collective
impact and provide effective resources focused on long-term, sustained, successful transition and

re-integration for our veterans and military families.
And that would normally be how I'd end my story.
But my story, like many of yours, took an unexpected twist.

In October 2012, | received an email about a man living in Albuquerque, New Mexico who claimed
to be the person who brought me as a crying infant to the Sacred Heart Orphanage in Vietham.
A few months prior, | had been featured in a magazine written in Viethamese and distributed
throughout the U.S. Vietnamese community. This man claimed to have read my story and

recognized my name. | didn’t believe a word. It had to be a scam.

But many phone calls and correspondence later, my attitude changed. | came to believe him and
decided to travel to Albuquerque to meet Bao Tran and his family. He told me that a Viethamese
evacuee found me alongside a road leading out of Quang Tri clinging to the body of my dead
mother. This man came across Bao Tran’s South Vietnamese Marine Company and gave him to
Bao Tran. For reasons he has never explained — but for which | am so thankful — he took it upon
himself to take this child and see her to safety at the Sacred Hearts Orphanage in DaNang.

On March 29, which also happened to be Good Friday of Easter Weekend, | met the man who
played a huge but unknowing role in where | am today. | went into the meeting thinking that it
would be neat to meet this kindly stranger.

But when | met him,_it turned into so much more. This man, this stranger, had taken time to save

the life of a child he didn’t know. Because of his one act of kindness, | have been able to live

successfully here in the U.S., serve my country, and now give back.

I later learned that March 29 happens to be Vietnam’s Veterans Day — the anniversary of the

end of the Vietnam War. Was it fate that decided we would meet on this day? | like to think so.

We all have our own unigue stories. This is mine. | hope it inspires you to follow your dreams by
working hard and setting goals. And don't be afraid to look back and celebrate where you came

from.

My past, as it turns out, is now a huge part of my present.


http://www.easterseals.com/
http://www.easterseals.com/
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-18563_162-57579434/
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http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCYQFjAA&url=http://womenforwoundedwarriors.org/profile/kimberly-m-mitchell/&ei=lM4DU53NDoTXkAXs7YH4CQ&usg=AFQjCNFcxdZyVL6RbduQUwtvsusz7y6dHg&bvm=bv.61535280,d.dGI&cad=rja

LCDR Mitchell was born in 1971 in DaNang, South Vietnam. She was adopted and brought to the
United States in September 1972. Raised in Solon Springs, Wisconsin, she was active in sports,

church, 4-H and other community activities.

Upon graduation from high school, LCDR Mitchell was accepted into the United States Naval
Academy and graduated in 1996 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Ocean Engineering.
Selecting the Surface Warfare Community, she was assigned to USS STUMP (DD 978) as the
Damage Control Assistant. Following that tour, she was assigned to Assault Craft Unit 4 as a
Detachment Officer-In-Charge (OIC) for a detachment of Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC). Her
first shore duty brought her to Washington DC as part of the Washington Navy Intern Program
where she completed her Masters of Arts degree in Organizational Management from The George
Washington University as well as completing three internships in the office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, the State Department and on the Joint Staff.

Following shore duty, LCDR Mitchell reported to USS CROMMELIN (FFG 37) as the Operations
Officer and then reported to Commander Destroyer Squadron 50 home ported in the Kingdom of
Bahrain as the Future Operations Officer and Maritime Security Operations Officer.

LCDR Mitchell’s second shore duty again brought her to Washington DC as a Country Program
Director assigned to the Navy International Programs Office (NIPO) doing Foreign Military Sales.
Following her tour at NIPO, she was selected to be the Military Assistant in the Office of Wounded
Warrior Care and Transition Policy in the Office of the Secretary of Defense. Following a year in
that job, she transferred to the Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff where she is
currently the Deputy Director for the Office of Warrior and Family Support.

LCDR Mitchell’s personal awards include Joint Commendation Medal, Navy Commendation
Medal, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Navy Achievement Medal, as well as other unit awards.
She has also received recognition from the Assistant Secretary of State for her work in
Humanitarian and Peacekeeping Operations as well as the Director of the Defense Security
Cooperation Agency for her work in Foreign Military Sales.




