Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa, mét dao quén da chién dau diing manh chéng ca Khéi Dé Quéc

Lién X6, Trung Céng va chw hdu dé béo vé tw do, no &m cho mién Nam.(HsPblogspot)

Loi ngwoi djch: Bill Laurie la str gia Hoa Ky, mét trong nhiing chuyén gia nghién ctru vé Viét
Nam va nhén chimng duoc moi trinh bay quan diém trong cudc héi thdo mang tén “Quéan Doi Viét
Nam Céng Hoa: Suy ngdm va tai thdm dinh sau 30 ndm” (ARVN: Reflections and reassessments
after 30 years) do Trung Tam Viét Nam thuéc Pai Hoc Texas Tech té chirc tai Lubbock trong hai
ngay 17 va 18 Thang Ba nam 2006.

Trong s nhiéu dién gia Viét-My, éng Laurie la ngudi néu ra quan diém cua riéng 6ng vé mét
quéan déi ma éng tirng sat canh véi cuong vi mét chuyén vién tinh bao cao cép trong nhiéu nam.
Bai nay duoc chuyén ngi¥ tir nguyén bén bai viét cta Bill Laurie, ma 6ng dung dé trinh bay, van
tat hon, trong budi hoi thdo. Bill Laurie gt téng bai viét cho dich gid, cho phép duoc dich va phd
bién trong gici truyén théng Viét ngir. Nhiing chi¥ viét ngé dé trong ngodc don la chu thich cia

tac gia dé céau van chuyén dich mang duoc day di y nghia cta né.

G Do o



Quén Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa thay déi mot cach dang ké ca vé sé luong I1an phdm chét trong
khodng thoi gian ttr 1968 dén 1975. Sw thay déi khéng hé duroc gidi truyén théng tin tire (Hoa Ky)
Ity y, va nhin chung thi @én nay van khéng duoc céng chung My biét dén, van khéng duoc nhéan
chén va mé ta day du trong nhiéu cubn sach tw coi la “séch si”. Mot phén nguyén nhén cia sw
kién nay la do ban chat va tdm muirc cia sw thay déi khéng dé duoc tién doén hay tién kién, dua

trén hiéu qua hoat dong va kha nang cua Quén Lwc Viét Nam Cdng Hoa truérc ndm 1968.

Bai nay khéng hé mudn chéi bé nhitng vén dé nghiém trong da hién hitu, hay phi nhén réng van
dé tham nhiing, 1anh dao kém cdi khéng tiép tuc gay hiém hoa cho kha ndng ctia Quén Luc Viét
Nam Cdng Hoa bao vé dat nuéc ho. Tuy nhién, & mdt mire d6 nao dé, nhiing van dé nay cé duoc
gidi quyét, va nhiing khia canh tich cuc ctia Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa khéng thé bj x6a khdi

trang lich str vinh quang.

T6i da tw chimg nghiém diéu nay, khi dén Viét Nam cudi ndm 1971 va phuc vu 1 ndm tai
MACV(Phai Bé6 Quan Vién Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam), réi sau dé tré lai thém hai ndm, tir 1973-1975,
lam viéc & Phong Tuy Vién Quéan Sy. (DAO)

Khéi thay, duoc huén luyén va duw tri phuc vu nhw mét cb vén, téi tham duw khéa huén luyén cén
ban si quan luc quén tai Fort Benning, Georgia, tinh bao chién thuét va chuyén biét vé Péng Nam
A & Ft. Holabird, Maryland, va hoc truong Viét ngir tai Ft. Bliss, Texas. Toi Viét Nam thi duoc biét

nhirng nhiém vu cb véan dang duoc gidm dén dé di dén ché bé hdn; nén thay vao dé téi duoc chi
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dinh vao MACV J-2 v&i cwong vi mét chuyén vién phén tich tinh bao, trudc hét phu tréch
Cambodia, roi tap trung vao Quén Khu IV, bao quét toan vung déng bang séng Ciu Long. Céng
viéc ndy mé réng mét cach khéng chinh thirc dé bao gém céng tac lién lac gitta B6 Téng Tham
Muu Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa, cac toan cb van My, céc chinh quyén tinh thj cua Viét Nam,
va cé céc don vi Quan Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa & vung IV. Trong 3 ndm dé téi c6 mat luc chd
nay, lic ché khéc, trén khdp 18 trong sb 44 tinh cda Viét Nam Cdng Hoa, lién lac khéng nhiing
v6i céc don vi My va Viét Nam Coéng Hoa ma cé véi nguoi Uc, co quan vién tro My USAID, va
CIA. Khi thi dimng vao vi tri rat cao cép trong nhiing budi thuyét trinh & téng hanh dinh cia MACV
ciing nhw & Bé Téng Tham Muu Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa, tuén 18 sau doé téi cé thé da 1o
trén nhitng ruéng lua tinh Kién Phong cting véi cac binh s Bja Phuong Quén, hay bay ngang tinh
Binh Twong trén moét chiéce truc thdng Huey cua Quéan Luc Viét Nam Coéng Hoa, hodc la nam

trong can ctr Biét Bong Quén Tra Cu bén séng Vam C6 Déng.

Noi tiéng Viét la diéu vé cung quan trong, va trong vong mét thang sau khi téi Viét Nam, théat ré
rang hién nhién la nhitng diéu téi ttrng nghe & My, du Ia tin tirc bao chi hay la nhitng cudc thdo
ludn ngéc nghéch trong céc truong dai hoc, ma cé thé dién ta duoc nhitng gi téi dang trai qua va
gdp phai. Néi van tat, toi tw héi “Néu qua that tat cd nhing nguoi & My dang néi vé Viét Nam, thi

minh dang & noi nao day?”

Nhiing thoi khdc ngoai gicr lam viéc cua téi duoc dan tréi tron ven trong mét kich thuéc thuc té
hoan toan Viét Nam. Du la & Sai Gon, Cao Lanh, hay Rach Gia, téi cling lui t&i nhiing cai quan
nhd, véi nhitng ban ca-phé, mi, chao... héo hirc Idng nghe nguoi dén, ngudi linh Viét Nam noi

chuyén, t6i héi han, va hoc duoc that nhiéu, nhiéu hon nhiing gi téi tirg hoc & Hoa Ky.

Sw hoc tap cla téi khéng dimng lai & ndm 1975. Tir d6 dén nay téi da doc hang feet/khbi nhiing
tai liéu gidi mat va hang trdm cudn séch, ké cé nhiing téc phédm tiéng Viét, phéng van dén murc
ttr ky luc nay qua ky luc no véi nhiing curu chién binh géc Déng Nam A va géc Hoa Ky, sén tim
trong hdng trdm trang web Viét Nam va Dong Nam A trén Internet. VV&n con rét nhiéu diéu vé Viét
Nam, Lao, Cambodia va Théi Lan hon la nhitng gi céng ching Hoa Ky tuéng, va nhiing két luén
do nhitng nguoi & cac xtr Ay tw trinh bay I1én thi lai khéng phu hop véi nhiing gi ma hau hét moi

con nguoi (& My) tudng la ho biét.

Qua Ia c6 nhitng vén dé nghiém trong vé tham nhiing. Pung la cé nhiing tdm guong vé lanh dao
bét xung. Tuy nhién, chdng phai ai néi hay goi y gi véi téi, ma chinh la ngay lan déu tién dén véi
Sw Boan 9 Bé Binh Viét Nam Céng Hoa, téi d4 phat giac kha ndng day dan va day chuyén nghiép
trong nhitng hoat déng ma téi ching kién & mét trung tdm héa luc cép sw doan. Ciing chang ai
noi voi téi la S Doan 7 B Binh Viét Nam Céng Hoa, don vj cte mai bj két t6i vi kha nang chién
dau kém céi & Ap Bac nhiéu ndm truéc, da bién thai thanh mét don vj cé hiéu ndng chién déau

cao dudi tai lanh dao chi huy cta Twéng Nguyén Khoa Nam, mdt con nguoi thanh liém khéng



mét ti vét, song song véi tai ndng vé chién thuét, ma dén nay vén khéng hé duoc céng ching
Hoa Ky biét t6i, tuy da duoc nguoi Viét Nam tén sung ding mirc. Ciing khéng hé cé ai ngu y hay
néi véi téi rdng cé thé la luc lvong Pia Phuong Quén tinh Hau Nghia, la nhiing dén quén cua
tinh, da lam mat mét chdng nhitng 1 ma téi 3 trung doan chinh quy cta quén doi mién Béc trong
chién dich tén céng ndm 1972 cta Ha Néi. Ho da nhai nét va nhé ra nguyén ca luc lvong xung

kich ctia déi phuong, mét luc long cé thé da lam dbi chiéu lich st vao thoi ky do.

Dia Phuong Quéan khéng duoc Phéo Binh va Khéng Quén s&n sang yém tro nhw luc lrong chinh
quy Viét Nam Cong Hoa, trong dé ké ca Nhady Du, Biét Bong Quén, Thiy Quén Luc Chién. Quén
dia phuong chi duwa vao ky thuét chién dau cén ban boé binh. Néu quén Bac Viét déanh thing duoc
chién tuyén nay thi ho da I4p tirc truc tiép de doa Sai Gon, chi céch dé 25 ddm, budc Sw Poan
21 Bo Binh Viét Nam Cong Hoa phai rut khéi quéc 16 13, tir d6 dé cho luc long Béc Viét hudng
thdng vao An Loc. Va nhw Tién ST James H. Willbanks viét trong tac phdm xuét séc cta 6ng (vé
trén An Loc), Sw Boan 21 tuy khéng thanh cbéng trong viéc pha vong vay An LJc nhung cdng da
buéc Bac Viét phai dua mét sw doan dbi hudng khdi chién truong An Léc, néu khéng, noi nay cé
thé da sup d6 voi nhitng hdu qué khoc liét.

Noi vén tat, Quan Luc Viét Nam Coéng Hoa, mot cach toan dién, da cé kha ndng cao hon nhiéu
S0 VGi nhiing gi toi biét trurée khi toi qua Viét Nam, va cang cao hon nhiéu so véi nhiing gi duoc

chuyén t6i cho nguoi dén My. Ngay truée... va ngay nay ciing vay.



* * *

Tré lai thoi ky dang thdo luén trong bén thuyét trinh nay, ai ciing biét Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong
Hoa vuwréng méc nhiéu vén dé trém trong. Diéu nay Ia hién nhién. Néu khéng nhw vy thi da chdng
can phai yéu cau nhiing don vij chién dau cua Hoa Ky, Uc, Nam Han, Thai Lan va New Zealand

toi do.

Tuy nhién, con c6 nhing chi dau cho théy luwe Irong Viét Nam Coéng Hoa khi duworc trang bi ding
murc va chi huy tét dep thi sé c6 kha nang t6i dau. Nam 1966 mot tiéu doan Biét Péng Quén Viét
Nam Cong Hoa da g4y thiét hai néng va da “giip” gidm quén sé chi con 1 phan 10 cho mét trung
doan Bac Viét déng gép ba lan ho & Thach Tru. Tiéu doan nay duoc Téng Théng Johnson téng
thudng “Huy chuong cua téng théng Hoa Ky”. Pai Uy Bobby Jackson, ¢é vén tiéu doan nay, da
mé t& nguoi déi tac cua é6ng, Pai Uy Nguyén V&n Chinh (hay Chinh?), nhw la con ngudi tuyét
nhién khéng hé so hai. Tiéu Poan 2 Thiy Quéan Luc Chién, mang huy hiéu Trau Dién, da timng
bat nat nhiéu don vi cdéng sdn mién Nam va chinh quy Béc Viét, chimng té sw xiing hop cua huy
hiéu trau dién (cang cé y nghia déi véi nhitng ai da tirng gép phai mot con trédu dang néi gian (va
bi né &n hiép!) Céng trang cta ho khéng hé duoc tuong trinh trong gidi truyén théng tin tic cla

Hoa Ky, va vé sau ciing bi bé quén trong céi goi la “lich st’...

N&m 1968, trong bdi cdnh cudc téng céng kich 68 thét bai ciia Ha Né6i, cac nha hoach dinh chinh



sach cda Hoa Ky théy r6 la ké hoach Viét Nam héa phai duoc téng tién, nhung nhiéu nguoi (My)
lai I&m tuéng dé la ranh giéi gitka hai thoi ky, thoi ky Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa khéng chién
dau, va bay gio la ltic ho bat dau chién dau. Thai d6 nay da bé quén dir kién la murc ti vong vi
chién sw héng thang cua Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa da vwot xa mire tén that trong toan cudc

chién cla tét ca cac luc lvong déng minh céng lai.

Rét cube thi Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa ciing duoc cung cép vii khi toi tan, thay thé nhiing
trang bi thoi Thé Chién Thir Hai ma h&u hét quéan luc nay phéi st dung (khodng dau ndm 1968
chi c6 5% quan doi Viét Nam Cong Hoa dworc trang bi sing M16), nhin chung thi thua kém vi khi
cta Viét Cong va bd déi Bac Viét. Péng thoi, quén sb ciing tang tién, theo nhw béng dudi day

trinh bay:

(Bang ghi nhitng con sb6 gia tdng quan sbé cia cac luc luong chinh quy va Dia Phuong Quén,
Nghia Quén, tir ndm 1968 dén ndm 1972, cho thdy quén sé téng céng tdng 28%, tir 820 ngan Ién
1 tridu 48 ngan quén. Trong dé, Khéng Quén gia tdng quén sé t&i 163%, Hai Quéan téng 110%,

Luc Quéan tdng gén 8% quan sb)

Trong bang nay, nhém tir Anh nglr ARVN, tire the Army of Republic of Vietnam, ¢é nghia la Luc
Quan Viét Nam, chi bao gébm 38% Quén Luc Viét Nam Cdng Hoa (tac gid khong dong y dung
nhém chir ARVN dé chi Quén Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa, va éng ding nhém chir RVNAF, Republic
of Vietnam’s Armed Forces). Ngoai ra con nhitng thanh phan khac, gém Canh Sét D& Chién,

Nhan Dén Tw Vé, va céac toan Xay Dung Néng Thon.

Luc luong xdy dung néng thén khéng duoc coi la luc long chién dau, con luc long Nhan déan
tw vé thuong bi ché diu nhung (nhing luc luvong nay) ciing la chuéng ngai cho quén Viét cdng
va quén doi Bac Viét (North Vietnam’s Army trong nguyén ban). Cé Ian mét toan cén bé xay dung
néng thén da day lui cd mot tiéu doan Viét cong & tinh Vinh Long. Céc toan vién biét goi phéo

binh cda tinh yém tro. Chuyén nay ciing khéng duoc biét dén dé ghi nhén vao tai liéu.

Thanh phén cda luc luvong Nhdn dan tw vé thi qua tré, hay qué gia, hay vi thuong tat nén khéng
gia nhap quan déi chinh quy, chi phuc vu nhw luc long phong vé lang 4p chéng lai nhiing toén
thu thué, tuyén mé, hay tuyén truyén cta cong san dia phuong. Nhung Nhén dan tw vé cing la
mét yéu té6 ma céng sén dia phuong phéi déi phé sau ndm 1968. Trudc dé khéng cé luc luong
nay, Viét cong & dia phuong tw do di vao &p xa luc ban dém. Nhiéu lic Nhan dén tw vé khéng co
hiéu qua, nhiéu khi ho bj tuyén truyén dé di theo Viét cong, nhung cé nhiéu lic khéc lai cé nhitng

bao cao nhw sau: (Trich tir cac sach vé cua cac tac gia nguoi My). ...

“Hai Viét cong dang bat coc moét Nhan dan tw vé thi mét Nhan dan twr vé khéc xuét hién, ban chét
hai Viét céng nay bang sting M1 (khdng ghi ré garant hay carbine), tich thu dwoc mét sing AK47

va mot sung luc 9 ly.”



Va “Cé hai ép Prey Vang va Tahou dém nay bi ban stng nhé va B-40. Nhan dén tw vé dia phuong

day lui hai toan trinh sét nhe.”

Con nira: M6t Nhan dan tw vé 18 tudi da la nguoi ban chéy chiée xe tdng dau tién trong rat nhiéu

xe téng T 54 cla Béc Viét bj tiéu hdy tai An Léc trong cubc bao vy ndm 1972.
Ha No6i khdng méy hai Iong vé Iy luong nay, theo nhuw tai liéu sau day:

“Chung (QLVNCH) ting cuong céc luc long bu nhin, cling c6 chinh quyén bu nhin va thiét Iap
mang Iudi tién dén cung céc té chirc Nhan dan tw vé bu nhin & nhiéu lang xa. Ching cung cép
thém trang bi ky thuét va tinh lvu déng cho luc lrong bu nhin, thiét 1dp nhing tuyén phong vé, va
dung ra cd moét hé thdng phong tha va dan d4p maéi & nhing khu vure déng dén cw. Két qua Ia

ching da gay nhiéu kho khan va tén thét cho luc lvong ban (Viét cong).”

Sw kién nay khéng thé xay ra truéc ndm 1968, khi luc luong Nhan dén tw vé duoc thanh 1ap va

trang bi bang nhiing vii khi thoi thé chién thir hai do céc luc lvong QLVNCH chuyén giao lai.

Tuong tw nhw vay, luc luong Nghia quén, Bia phurong quén véi sw tro gitp ctia céc toan cd van
My lwvu déng, duoc tuyén mé thém tir ndm 1968 va trang bi vii khi tét hon, khéi sw tién bo, nhu
c6 véan David Donovan thuéc mot toén luu déng chiing kién trong mét trén tan céng bé binh ndm
1970:
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“Chung téi vira vurot khéi khu min bay chinh thi bi héa luc ttr mot réng cay trudc mét bén toi.
Nuéc vdng tung tée xung quanh, dan bay véo véo trén dau, trong tiéng stung nhé né don. Binh st

bay gio phén (g tot I&m, khéng gibng nhuw truée kia cir méi khi bi bén la ho gan nhuw té liét.

Trung si Abney chi huy canh duéi cta déi hinh hang doc, bung qua bén phai, str dung nhw thanh
phén diéu dong tan kich, trong khi ching téi & phia truéc phan tng lai héa luc dich. Khi toén cia
Abney t6i duoc ché dia thé c6 che ché thi ho dimg lai va bat dau tac xa. Dudi héa luc ban che
dé chiing toi tran téi mot vi tri khéc. Hai thanh phan chung téi yém tro nhau nhw véy va tién duoc
téi hang cay, sdn sang xung phong. Ba nguoi trong toén cda téi b tring dan, khéng biét ndng

nhe ra sao nhung moi ngui déu xéng téi. Ching téi @4 hanh dong kha hay.”

Kinh nghiém ctia Donovan khéng phai la doc nhét. Cé van John Cook nhéc lai niém lac quan cua

ong vao nam 1970:

“Chuing téi (tirc Cook va si quan dbi téc phia Viét Nam) dang rét Ién tinh than, cdm thdy nhw minh
la “kim cuong bat hoai”. Tinh than chién d&u va hdng hai chi ddng tn céng trong quén hét sirc

cao, khién chung téi truy kich quan dich mot cach gan nhw khinh suét, liéu linh.”

Nhiing thanh tich nhw vay khéng phdi moi noi déu cé. Cé nhiing don vi khéng dép (g duoc
trong thoi ky thay déi va van bi lanh dao chi huy kém céi, chdng thuc hién mét cuéc hanh quén
luc soét véi chién thuét chd déng tan céng nao. C6 khi cd van Hoa Ky suyt bi giét hay bj doa giét
béi nhitng si quan dia phwong cua Viét Nam ma ho khéng hoa thuan duoc. Nhiéu cb van My
khac khéng gép canh ngd khé chiu dé, nhung ciing chdng cé an twong tét nao vé hoat déng cua
nhitng don vi ma ho ¢ van. Du sao thi nhiing chuyén tich cuc va thich thu do cé van My ching
kién ciing day rdy, nhung lai hoan toan véng bong trong nhiing cudc thdo luén trén nuéc My hay
trong y tudng cta nhitng ngudi My binh thuong, ciing nhw trong nhiing gi duoc day dé tai cac

trirong hoc Hoa Ky.

Sw tién bé hay nhitng tdm guong xuét sdc ngay truéc mét khéng phai chi hién hién trong nhiing
lurc lrong 1dnh thé va nhiing sw doan bé binh VNCH, (la nhiing don vi) thuong bi cho la khéng
may ndi trdi vé chién thuat chi dong tan cong. Cé van vé ké hoach binh dinh cua tinh Quang Tri
Richard Stevens, truéc dé ting phuc vy trong Thidy quén luc chién My tai Viét Nam, té ra ngac
nhién trude thanh tich cta mét don vi thuéc sw doan 1 bo binh Viét Nam trong trén tan céng mot

vi tri phéng héa tién cua quén Béc Viét:

“Téi ¢6 &n tuong hoan toan tét, va thuc sw la kinh ngac, vé cach thirc hanh quén va sw téo bao
cta ho trong moi viéc... Pay la cudc hanh quén thir 13 nhw vay do vi tiéu doan truéng nay chi
huy. Ta dang néi chuyén vé nhitng chuyén gia hét strc tinh thuc trong nhiing gi ho lam, nhiing
nguoi da teng thuc hién nhiing cong téc sén toc gay va van tiép tuc thuc hién... Cac cb vén cla

trung doan nay luén luén ndi véi téi luc téi ra dé, rang ‘anh dang lam viéc véi nhitng nguoi gidi



nhét. Ching ta khéng c6 diéu gi dé ma cé thé néi cho nhing ngudi nay lam. Ching ta (céc cb
van) chi cé viéc yém tro hda luc ma théi. Con vé sw hiéu biét trong hanh quén, thi ho la nguoi
day chiing ta.’ Chung téi ¢ cac ¢ van nguoi Uc va nguoi My, ho déu néi y nhw nhau.” (tac gia

trich ludn an Master nam 1987 cua Howard C.H Feng, dai hoc Hawaii).

O mién Nam, trong lanh thé tinh Dinh Tuong thudc quén khu IV, sw doan 7 bé binh VNCH ciing
thi hanh nhiém vu khéng hé c6 khuyét diém, theo I0i xac nhan cla céc cb véan va céc phi céng
My l&i tryre thdng chuyén quén cho céc binh si sw doan 7 trong nhiing tran tan céng. Sw doan nay
ttrng bi mang tiéng la sw doan “lung va né” (thay vi “lung va diét’, search and destroy), cé thé vi
tréan Ap Bac hbi 1963, nhung nhiing ai truc tiép cong tac véi ho khéng thé néi gi hon la nhing 16
ca tung, ngudng mé vé s tinh théng chién thuét va tinh than hdng hai xéng xéo. Mét cuu cén

binh Béc Viét xac nhan vé sy diing cdm cta sw doan 7 bé binh:

“Vung gidi phéng bi thu hep... Téi mét thém thoi gian di chuyén quanh, ¢é trénh xa cac cuéc hanh

quén cua quan déi VNCH.

O Bén Tre (tirc tinh Kién Hoa) SwPoan 7 VNCH Ia luc luong chinh gay nén nhiéu khé khan. Hau
hét Sw Poan duoc tuyén mé & vung chau thé séng Ciru Long nén ho biét ranh hét ca vung. Ho
théng thudc vung nay cing nhw chung toi.” (tac gia trich ddn David Chenoff va Poan van Toai,

séch Chén dung ké dich, Random House & New York xuét bén ndm 1986).

Tinh hinh con t6i té hon khi cac don vi quan déi Bac Viét dién khuyét cho céac don vi “Viét cong”,
khéng hiéu biét chat nao vé ving nay va duoc trang bi kém cho cudc chién kiéu céc réng cay &
phia Bac ving chéu thd. M6t tu binh cho biét bj bat sébng khéng bao lau sau khi t&i, ltic anh ta va
nhing nguoi khac dwoc Iénh phuc kich mét cuéc hanh quén can quét cua sw doan 7 vao ngay
hém sau. B6 tri xong truéc binh minh, doi quén dang 18 phuc kich nguoi ta thi lai bi tan cong tcr
phia sau do thanh phén bén suwon cta sw doan 7, trudc khi téi luot lurc lrong chinh. (Tai liéu trich
dan).

Két qua cua diéu nay thém hién nhién trong thoi gian gitra 1968 va 1971, thoi ky ma quén sé luc
long Hoa Ky gidm thiéu hon mét nira, trong khi nhiing cudc hanh quén tan céng cda Viét céng

va quan Béc Viét lai bj suy giam ro rét:

(Béng théong ké trong bai & doan nay cho thay luc long My & Viét Nam tir ndm 1968 dén 1971
da giam 322 ngan quén, tirc 58%, céc cudc tén céng cia Viét cong va quén Bac Viét cap tiéu
doan tré 1én gidm 98%, chi con 2 trén, nhitng cudc tan cong I té cla phia céng sén ciing giam,
ké cé nhiing vu bat céc, khing bé, trong khi s6 xa &p cé an ninh tang 56%, dién tich trong tia lua
téng 9.8%, thuong vong vi chién tranh ctia dén va quan phia VNCH gidm 55%, quén sé cia Viét

céng, Bac Viét trén toan mién Nam giam 21%).



Ti I8 vé céc cubc tan cong Ién nhé cda phia céng sén gidm hon Ia ti 1é gidm quén sb, cho théy
mot s sa sut toan dién vé kha ndng quéan suw, dudi ti 16 dw doan la 21% quén sé sut giam. Diéu
nay xay ra trong khi quén sé tham chién cta Hoa Ky gidm t&i 58%. Quén cdng san Béc Viét va
Viét cong khéng nhiing chi c6 mét it hon trén toan Ianh thé, ma con kém kha néng tung ra nhiing

cudc hanh quén tan kich.

Nhiéu con sb théng ké cua VNCH khéng chinh xac, nhét la con sé xa &p c6 an ninh thi lai con
kém xéac thuc hon, nhung biéu db khuynh huéng kha ré rang, va khéng cé bang chimg du vé
théng ké hay tin dén vét, ma néu ra diéu gi khac hon la sy xubng déc thdng dirng trong thoi van
cla quan Viét cong va quén doi Béc Viét trong khoang thoi gian tor 1968 dén 1971. Trong khi Viét
céng, goi nhuw vay dé phan biét véi quén Béc Viét, khéng bi tiéu diét hoan toan, va nhitng 6 khéng
cw ¢6 &nh hudng manh do ho kiém soét van tén tai & nhing tinh nhw Chuong Thién, Binh Tuong,
Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, thi Viét cong & dia phuong ciing khéng con la mét luc luong chién
lwoc. Néu khéng c6 sw xdm nhép dai quy mé ctia quan Béc Viét va sw cung cép vi khi hién dai,
thi chién tranh da dan dan tw tan lui. Nhiing don vi va khu vuc cua Viét cdng ton tai duoc cing
hoan toan khéng phu thuéc vao quan doi Bac Viét dé séng con. Téac gid “phén chién” Frances
Fitzgerald ctia cubn “Lira trong hd” (that khéi hai, la cubn séch bj da kich béi cé ngudi chi dao vé
tw twdng clia Ha N6i, Nguyén Khéc Vién, 1&n nguoi Gng hé Mét tran Gidi phéng va Ha Noéi, Ngo
Vinh Long), nhin nhén rdng kha néng sinh tén cta ca Viét céng 1&n QLVNCH héi ndm 1966 Ia
méi bén 50%, nhung dén 1969 thi co héi séng con cua Viét cong chi con 10%, trong khi ti 1é nay
phia QLVNCH Ién hdn 90%. Nguyén Van Thanh, sau 23 ndm theo Viét cong, hdi chanh ndm
1970, cho réng ctru cénh cla Mét tran gidi phong la vé vong. Ong ta néu ra nhitng cudc hanh
quén gia tdng cia QLVNCH, sy phét trién nhiing don vi Nghia quén x& quén va céc chuong trinh
Nhan dan tw vé, cung véi ké hoach cai té vé ruéng dat ctia chinh pht VNCH, coi dé la nhiing viéc
khéng thé déi phé duoc nira. Stanley Karnow khdng dinh thang thirng trong cubn sach duoc danh
gia cao qué dang clda éng, khéng cén gii thich nguyén do, rdng dén ndm 1971, thi “riéng phia

Viét céng khéng phai la déi thi cta quan déi chinh quyén Sai Gon.”

Don Colin tréi qua nhiéu ndm & Viét Nam, duoc nhiéu nguoi biét dén qua 16i bay té thé 16, phan
bac thé bao va qué dang, coéng vdéi 16i riia sd om som nhitng gi ma éng ta coi la tao lao nhdm nhi.
Ong nay da phéi chiu dung nhitng khé khan tré ngai, nhiing khéi dau sai lac cung nhing vén dé
twong tw, bi coi nhu toan nhing diém gé. Nhung ndm 1971 Don Colin ciing thdy nhiing két qué

tich tu hién hién & ving chéu tho:

“Ba muroi théng trurde, con sbé nhitng cép chi huy gidi & quén khu IV chi dém duoc trén mét ban
tay. Ngay cé tw 1énh quan doan, mot cép chi huy tét, trong sach va tuong déi cé khd ndng, cing
nhit nhat, thiéu 6c séng tao va khéng du strc kich dong thubéc cdp vao nhitng hoat dong xéng
x40 va tich cuc. Cép tw 1énh sw doan thi phan Ion thiéu kha ndng, hdu hét céc tinh truéng ciing

kém cdi va tham nhiing. Cac cap chi huy thudc quyén cia ho thi chdng nhitng noi guong xau ma



nhiéu khi con pham khuyét diém qué hon cép trén nira. Nhung nay thi chuén muc chung vé tai
nédng, swtrong sach va téan tdm da téng lén t&i mare ma trudce kia téi cho la khéng thé twéng tuong
duoc. Sy thay dbéi déc biét nay khién téi thém lac quan tin tudng & kha ndng t6i hadu cua chinh

pht trong viéc kiém soét duoc Viét Nam va thanh Iap mot chinh quyén én dinh.”

RAi téi cude tn céng 1972 cta Ha Néi, mét cube tan céng toc chién phbi hop phuong tién co khi
kiéu cé dién (a classical blitzkrieg), v&i déc diém la nhitng vi khi hang ndng va nhiing vi khi chét
nguoi duoc dua ra st dung nhw hda tién tdm nhiét phong khéng SA-7, héa tién cong phé diéu
khién bang day AT-3, nhiing doan chién xa T-54 duoc yém tro bang may trdm khéu doi hda tién
122 ly, dai bac 130 ly, hon hén tat cd moi thir timg duoc Hoa Ky cung cép cho luc luong phéo
binh QLVNCH. QLVNCH bj danh toi boi, cé lic da gan téi két cube, va sw db vé hién hién ré rang.
Nhung céi quén luc dang nédm do van da ding day & tiéng dém thir 8, hdi phuc sirc luc va bé

gay cudc tén céng ndng né nhét & Viét Nam, tinh téi lic doé.

Khéng ai khéc hon la hoc gid hang d4u cta Hoa Ky vé Viét Nam, Douglas Pike, da tuyén b6 cudc
xam luwoc clia Ha Noi thét bai la vi “...Nam Viét Nam chién ddu hon hdn quéan d6i xam ldng dén
ttr phuong Bac.” Nhiéu nha binh luén, ké cé Tuong Ngé Quang Trudng, ndi téi khong luc Hoa
Ky nhw mot yéu té quyét dinh, thi d6 dung la yéu tbé chinh. Nhung nhiing diéu ngu y néi la
QLVNCH khéng thé chién dau néu nhw khéng cé khéng luc My, thi d thiéu sét hai diéu cén ban.
Thir nhét, quan doi My ciing chi duoc yém tro bang khéng luc gidbng nhw QLVNCH da duoc. Thir
hai, la diém nguoi ta it nhin ra: Khéng luc Hoa Ky la mét yéu té bé sung dé céan bang véi hai luc
luong vuot troi ciia Bac Viét Ia thiét giap va, loi hai hon cé, Ia luc lvong phéo binh hon han, hda

tién 122 ly chinh xéc va dai phao 130 ly gay tan pha quy mé & tam tbi da 19 dam (32 km).

Hoa Ky khéng cung cép cho déng minh cta ho, VNCH, nhiing vii khi loi hai ngang bang, nhét la
vé phéo binh, nhw Lién X6 va Trung Coéng cung cép cho Ha Néi. Ha Noi c6 hang trém hda tién
122 va dai phéo 130. QLVNCH khéng di dai béc dé phén phéo, chi cé 24 khau 175 ly, khdng
chinh xac bang, bdn chdm hon céc loai 122 ly va 130 ly. Ca phéo dai kién c6 ciing khéng chiu
néi dan 130 ly khoan hdm, né cham. Tuwu chung, tré lai dé tai khong luc, thi khéng quén Viét Nam
da thi hanh nhiém vu mét cach dang kinh phuc trong cac trén chién nam 1972, nhung van bj gici
binh ludn Hoa Ky hoan toan quén lang. Mét chuyén vién diéu khéng tién tuyén cia Hoa Ky té ra
ngudng md mot phi céng A-37 cia Viét Nam ma anh ta cung thi hanh mét vu tén céng khéng luc

vao vj tri quén Béc Viét:

“Anh ta dam chuc déu chiéc may bay xudng téi tdm vii khi lién thanh, va qua nhién téi thay nhiéu
I3n dan Itra vach duong séng bao quanh Pepper dan dau. Téi la Ién béo déng, thi da thdy anh
thd bom & do cuc thdp va ghi mot ban tuyét hdo tring ngay birc tuong. Trong nhiing lan oanh
kich tiép theo ngay do, cac phi céng cta khéng quén Viét Nam ciing ghi ban hoan hdo méi lan

dam xudng, ciing la méi Ian ho bi dan phong khéng ban 1én xdi xa... Héa luc tir mét dat vo cung



manh mé. Quéan Béc Viét cé vé nhw biét rang dbi thu cta ho la nguoi Nam Viét Nam.

“T6i tin chac la hai chiéc A-37 sé bj ban roi, nhung ca hai déu xa hét bom dan cua ho trung dich,
khéng hé han gi. Hai phi céng khéng quan Viét Nam déa trinh dién moét man tuyét voi, va toi
nguéng phuc Iong can ddm cida ho trén c& sw théng minh. Trong gidy phit dé long can dam &y

da vwot han sw khon ngoan trong nhiing tinh toan hon thiét vé sw an toan cta ca nhéan ho.”

Day khéng phai la mét sw kién riéng lé, theo nhw» mét quan sat vién khéng quan ctaa My ching

thuec:

“Khéng quén Viét Nam tw chimng té sw trudng thanh trong cudc tén kich 1972... Trong trén phong
thd Kontum KQVN thét ctr khoi, hét strc tuyét didu.”

QLVNCH lanh cti manh nhét cia Ha Néi ndm 1972, manh hon nhiéu so vé&i tran Tét Mau Than
1968, vé khia canh quén sé va héa lyc. Udc luong cé khodng gan 150 ngan quén Béc Viét da
tham chién trong giai doan 1, va thém 50 ngan quén khéc b sung khi trén chién tiép dién. Mat
khéc, trong tran Tét 1968 chi c6 84 ngan quén Viét cong va Bac Viét tham chién, véi phéo binh

va xe tang rat han ché. (ngoai trer & quan khu )

QLVNCH tiép tuc hoat déng tét dep sau khi hiép dinh Paris gian 1an duoc ky két va bj vi pham Iap
tire. Cudi Théng 11 ndm 1973 mét luc lvong déc nhiém VNCH da dénh dudi sw doan 1 Bac Viét
ra khéi cdn cwr That Son, gay tén that nang téi néi s doan 1 nay cta Béc Viét phéi gidi thé, sb
quén sbng sét phai gia nhéap céc don vi khéc. It thang sau sw doan 7 VNCH tung ra cudc hanh
quén I6n dé quét céc don vj Bac Viét khdi mét khu Tri Phép & vung gidp ranh ba tinh Binh Tuong-
Kién Tuong-Kién Phong, gy tén thét ndng cho dich. Tri Phap chua bao gic bi xdm pham trong
subt cudéc chién tranh, c6 déc diém la nhiing vi tri phong tha kién cé; cubc thét tran gay hé then
téi mirc nha cdm quyén coéng san canh cdo cac cap la phai déu sw that bai dirg dé bo doi cua
ho biét, so bd doi xudng tinh than. Céac phai doan Ba Lan va Hungary trong cai Uy ban lién hiép
quén sw bon bén bét lurc, chi la gian diép cho cong san Ha Néi. Nhung mét trong nhiing béo céo
ctia ho ném 1973 xac dinh la khéng c6 don vi Viét cong nao ngang stre voi QLVNCH, va ca nhing
don vj thién chién nhét cta Bac Viét ciing khéng sénh duoc véi céc don vi Nhdy Du va Thay quéan
Luc chién cta VNCH.

Tuy nhién dén gitra 1974 thi viéc Hoa Ky cét giam vién tro bat dau tir tir siét cé QLVINCH, va dao
quén nay chi con nudéc xubng déc dan dén tir khi dy. Pén 1975 cép s cung tng cé sén (Available
Supply Rate- ASR) danh cho dan dai bac da gidm nhanh téi mirc khdng thé chép nhén, nhuw theo

bang dudi day, cho méi khdu doéi ban trong mot ngay:

Nam 1972 Nam 1975 Ti Ié giam
Dan 105 ly 180 vién 10 vién 94%



Dan 155 ly 150 vién 5 vién 97%
Dan 175 ly 30 vién 3 vién 90%

Moi thir bj cét dén tan xwong, roi tan tdy. Nhiéu binh s bo binh duoc cép sb dan cdn ban la 60
vién M16 cho moét tuén I18. Nhiéu don vi cdm binh si bdn M16 lién thanh, chi dwoc ban phét mét.
Céc don vj cham dich c6 khi bj gi6i han chi con dwoc ban yém tro hai trai dan dai bac, ngoai trov
khi bi tran ngép. Thiéu co phan thay thé, xe tdng, tau giang tuédn, may bay... ndm u cho ri sét
(“cho mbi mot &n”). Té hon niFa, binh si QLVNCH va gia dinh ho phéi chiju thiéu thén khi nén kinh
té bj lam phat 50%, va 25% thét nghiép. Mot ban nghién ctru ctia co quan DAO thuc hién ndm
1974 tiét 16 82% binh sTVNCH khéng cé di thuc phdm cho nhu céu cua gia dinh. D6i kém va suy
dinh duéng lam xudng tinh than cung kha ndng chién déu. Tinh hinh nhing thang sau dé cang
xubng déc, va nguoi ta dau long chirng kién mét cai chét chdc chdn sé dén vi hdng ngan vét
thuong. M6t ndm sau, khi chinh pha Viét Nam cudi cung sup dé, va, theo nhw nhiing séch goi la
séch st thi nhiéu nguoi My ngac nhién, tw héi tai sao moi thir c6 thé sup dé nhanh chéng nhw
vay. Lé ra cdu hdi dang chu y hon phai la tai sao QLVNCH d3 c6 thé chién dau dai lau sau thoi
gian gitta ndm 1974, véi sw thiéu thén vé vii khi, trang bi, dan duoc, nhién liéu, thubéc men, véi

nhing cai bung lép kep, va gia dinh ciing déi khat khng kém?

Khi bat dau sw dé vé tan hoang, va dém déng hén dén theo lénh 6ng Thiéu rut khéi viing cao
nguyén, thi khiing hodng va kinh hoang xay dén, phan nao téng thém vi nhiing Iénh lac tréi nguoc
phét xuét ttr dinh Téng Théng. Nhung trong sw sup dé nhuc nha sau cung, van cé khéng it nhiing

trén “Alamo” nhd cda nhing nguoi linh VNCH chién dau dén phat cubi.

Sw doan 18 ding viing ¢ Xuan Léc la mét trén anh hung ca, nhung sw c6 mat va vai tro cua cua
Li¥ Doan 1 Nhady Du trong tran nay khéng hé duoc biét dén. Khi quéan khu Il d6 v& va két cudc da
gén, sw doan 7 VNCH van danh bai mot né luc cua quan Bac Viét mudn cét quéc 16 14, con
duong quéc 16 duy nhét néi ving chéau thé Ciu Long véi Sai Gon. Vao ngay cudi, goi la “ngay
quéc han’ (tac gia viét bang tiéng Viét), mét may bay AC-119 trang bj lién thanh séu nong do céc
Trung Uy Thanh va Trén V&n Hién (hay Thanh, Hién?) con bay quanh Sai Gon yém tro héa luc
cho nhitng don vi VNCH Iam chién sau cung. Hét xdng, hét dan, ho dép xubng dé xdng va lay
thém dan, si quan hanh quén biéu ho khéng can cét cénh nira, tat cd da mat hét rbi. Nhung céac
Trung Uy Thanh va Hién vén viing chi, nhan nhién liéu va dan dworc, va duoc hai chiéc A1H-
Skyraider thap tung do Thiéu Té Truong Phung va Pai Uy Phuc lai, ho tiép tuc lai mét trén chién
tuyét vong. Sau cung chi con Pai Uy Phic sbng sét, oanh kich dén khi hét dan. Hai Trung Uy
Thanh, Hién va Thiéu T4 Truong Phung déu bj SA-7 bén roi, tir trén. Ho da chién dau dén mai

tan gidy phat cudi cung!

Mot céch téng quat, cir bi déi nhr QLVINCH da bj thi khéng mét quan doi nao co thé chébng lai

cudc tén cong cudng bao cla quan déi Bic Viét, véi thira i nhiing khdu phéo, xe téng, vi khi,



nhién liéu, xe tai quan, dan duoc, do khéi céng san cung cép. Trudc moét dao quan VNCH b rit
ruét vi cdt vién tro nhw vay, quan déi Béc Viét da phai tung ra tat ca nhiing gi ho cé. Chimng 400
ngan quan cong san, gan 90% la b6 déi mién Bac, duoc dua ra trén dé danh bai QLVNCH. Ha
Néi chura bao gio tirng tung ra mét luc lwong khéng 16 va hién dai nhw ho @4 ném vao tran chién
ndm 1975. Ha Néi chua tung rut ra téat ca céac don vi tor Lao, Cambodia. Vé luong, quén sé 400
ngan la gan gép 5 sb quéan Viét cong va Bac Viét Iam chién hbi tét 1968, trong khi vé phdm, con
c6 hang trdm dai bac tdm xa, hang trém xe tdng, hdng ngan xe tai, va nguyén mét kho vii khi
hién dai, Poan quén vién chinh ndm 1975 c6 hon gép ndm lan kha nédng chién dau cua luc luong
céng sén hoi Tét Mau Than 1968.

Xem xét sw viéc tir mot khia canh khéc, cé thé phén dodn ma khéng so sai Iam réng gid st quén
doi Béc Viét bi yéu di vi cat gidm mirc cung tng nhw QLVNCH da ganh chiu, thi ho khéng bao
gior c6 thé tung ra mot cudc téng cong kich sau cung, ma hdn da yéu kém hon thé nhiéu. Uu thé
héa luc quyét dinh chién truong, chdng phai la diéu gi méila trong lich st quén sw. Vao luc cudi,
QLVNCH chiju sw tén that khodng 275 ngan to trén, khéng ké con sb bi am sét, trong mot quéc
gia ma dén sé trung binh khoéng 17 triéu. Nuéc My véi dén sé 200 triéu, néu chiu tén that véi ti
Ié tuong durong trong cung khodng thoi gian dy, con sé tir vong sé la 3 tridu 200 ngan, can dung
thém 56 burc twong da den nira méi da ghi tén ti si. Diéu nay khéng lot qua mat cia mét sé nha

quan sét. Sir Robert Thompson, tuy biét ré nhitng nhuoc diém cta QLVNCH, ciing két luén:

“Quén doi va chinh phi VNCH vuot qua nhiing cuéc khing hodng quéc gia va ca nhan ma cé
thé da nghién nat hau hét moi nguoi, va méc du mic tén thét cé thé gay kinh ngac va lam sup
dé Hoa Ky, VNCH véan duy tri duoc mét triéu quan dudi co sau hon 10 ndm chién tranh. Vuong
quéc Anh ciing lam duoc nhuw thé, theo ti 1é tuong duong, trong ndm 1917, sau ba ndm chién
tranh, nhung khéng bao gicr lam duoc nira. Hoa Ky chua bao gior lam duoc diéu nay.” (duwoc nhan

manh va thém vao).

Ky gid Peter Kann, séang suét hon rét nhiéu so véi nhiing déng nghiép, ciing nhép cudc, sau khi
Sai Gon thét tha:

“Nam Viét Nam qué da phan dau dé khéng chién trong nhiéu ndm rong ra, khéng phai lic nao
ciing duroc Hoa Ky gitp d& dbi dao. it cé quéc gia hay xa héi nao ma toi cho la c6 thé chién dau

duoc 1au dai dén thé.”

Ké hoach Viét Nam héa c6 hiéu qué khéng? QLVNCH cé truéng thanh nén mét luc luong chién

déu c6 khé nang?

C6 thé bién luan rang ké hoach Viét Nam Hba cé hiéu qué, nhung lai bi moi rudt vi cat giam vién
tro chi tir. Nam 1974 c6 cudc thdm do cac twéng lanh Hoa Ky tirg phuc vu tai Viét Nam, nham

tim hiéu chuong trinh Viét Nam héa thanh céng téi mirc nao. Cac cau héi va trd Ioi nhw sau:



1. QLVNCH la luc luong chién dau rét dang chép nhan?: 8% dong y.
2. QLVINCH xirg dang va co may hon 50% ding viing trong tuong lai?: 57% dong y.

3. C6 nghi ngo khd ndng QLVNCH cé thé day lui mét cude tén cdéng manh cia luc lvong Viét

céng-Béc Viét trong tuong lai?: 25% nghi ngo.
4. Y kién khéc va khéng y kién: 10%.

Nhw vay 65% céac tuéng lanh chi huy ctia Hoa Ky danh cho QLVNCH ti 1é phiéu thuén, tuy nhién
nhitng céu tra Ioi nay c6 thé da mang khuynh huéng léch theo chiéu xubng. Khéng biét bao nhiéu
vi twdng phuc vu trong khoang 1966-1967, truwéc khi QLVNCH thuc hién nhing déi thay to Ion
nhét. Chirc vu ma céac siquan nay dam trach la gi, ho lam viéc vdi ai, va ho quen thudc v&i quan
doi VNCH & mure do nao, sw téng tién hiéu ndng cua luc luong Bia phuong quén, Nghia quén,
van van... ciing khéng duoc tiét 16. Cau héi ciing khéng héi: “Néu quan déi My ciing b cat giam

cung trng nhw QLVNCH vao ndm 1974-1975 thi con dirng virng duoc bao l1au?”

Diéu c6 thé noi chac chdn, 1a QLVNCH ter 1968 tré di da hoan thanh nhiém vu tét dep hon nhiéu
so Vvéi nhitng gi duoc biét dén mét cach chung chung, réng cac don vi QLNCH da thi trién tai
néng dé cé thé ding viing va danh bai quan xam lwoc Bac Viét trong ndm 1972, thuong la khéng
cén t6i s yém tro hda luc 6 at cia phdo binh va khéng quén chién thuat, nhuw trong truong hop
ctia Nghia quén va Pia phuong quéan. Diéu co6 thé néi chdc chan niva la sw hiéu biét ctia nguoi

My vé viéc nay thdp kém dén kinh t&m, thép tit mu xa nhw vuc thdm khéng day.

Mét yéu té rat quan trong nita ma nhiéu nha binh luédn bé qua va téi nay van khéng biét gi hon,
la thé hé céac s quan, ha sT quan QLVINCH tré trung hon, hét long hét da vi muc tiéu mét nuéc
Viét Nam khéng coéng san. Ho céi mé, ngay thét, biét 16 phai, trong sach, biét nhin nhan phai trai,
vi du nhuw ho cho la nguoi Thuong khéng nén duoc dbi xir thdp kém hon, rdng tham nhiing céan
bi céng kich, rang mét quéc gia Viét Nam méi can duoc tao thanh, bung ra khdi moi xich xiéng
qué khtr. Nhiéu nguoi trong sé nay cé thé cé vi tri tbt dé tranh quén dich hay gitr mét ché an toan,
khéng ra trén; nhung ho khéng cén ca hai thir d6, da cé mét trong hang ngd phuc vu tai nhiing vi
tri chién dau day nguy hiém, véi tw céch nhiing ngudi tinh nguyén. Théi do cia ho duoc mét st
quan tré cua QLVNCH bay to:

“Nhiing nguoi & c& tudi téi vao quén doi vi chiing toi cé mét ly tuéng, ching téi hiéu duoc cudc
séng trong mot thé gidi tw do ra sao, va sbng trong thé gidi céng san ra sao. Khéng phéi nhu
nguoi ta néi, rdng nhiing ai vao quan doi thi chi vi dén tudi linh va khéng cé ly tudng gi riéng cho

minh. Nhung nguoi My khéng bao gicr cé vé hiéu ra diéu doé.

Trdn Quéc Biru Ia chd tich Lién Poan Lao cong Nam Viét Nam, tuong duong véi AFL-CIO cla

Hoa Ky. Ong c6 dnh huéng va cé thé xép dat cho con trai 6ng tim mét ché an toan, an toan hon



nhiéu so véi vi tri ctia anh nay la mét si quan bé binh VNCH. Trong nhitng tuén 1é sau cudi ctia
VNCH, luc bj Béc Viét dap phao toi boi, tuyét vong trong cénh thiéu dan, con 6ng B viét cho

6ng mot la thu:

“Ba phai gidi thich cho nguoi My hiéu sw nghiém trong cda tinh hinh chung ta... Ho phéi cung
cép vién tro quén sw va ky thudt nhw ho da hira. Con xin ba, ba a, hdy can thiép véi ho. Néu
khéng, chung ta sé bj dé bep va thét tran. Tui con khéng hén nhét. Tui con khéng so chét... Trong

moi tinh hubng, con sé giir viing vi tri va khéng rat lui.”
Con éng Bt hy sinh tai chién truong.

Béc si Phan Quang Bén la quéc vu khanh vé dinh cw va ti nan, mot cuu doi lap véi éng Ngé Binh
Diém, néi tiéng nho trong sach. Ong c6 di quyén luc va dnh hudng dé giik con trai la Phan Quang
Tuén khdi bi nguy hiém. Ca hai cha con déu khéng chon diéu dé, va Tuén tinh nguyén lai A-1E
Skyraider, chi dung dé yém tro chién thudt gan cho céc don vi dudi dat. Sau khi tiéu diét 7 xe
tédng quén Béc Viét tai khu vure ngung chién, trong trén tén coéng 1972 cta Ha Noi, Pai Uy Tuén
bi héa lurc phong khéng dich ban roi, tir trén. Nhitng cé nhan &y khéng phai la duy nhat. Nguoi
viét bai nay hang ngay gép nhiing phi céng truc thdng vé trang tré tudi, nhiing si quan tré trong
Biét dong quan, Thiy quan luc chién, Nhdy du, tat ca déu tinh nguyén Ianh nhiém vu téc chién
nguy hiém, bj “lwéng dau tho dich”, véi hé tw tudng vé mét nuée Viét Nam cong sén, va véi nan
tham nhiing tr& thanh théng I hang ngay & Sai Gon. Mot trong nhiing tdm guong géy xuc déng
hon nita vé long tan tuy véi chinh nghia quéc gia, la cdnh céc sinh vién s quan truong V6 Bi quéc
gia Da Lat chuén bi cho tran danh sau cung cta ho, ma ky gid Phap Raoul Coutard chimng kién,

vao luc ho tién ra dé chidn céc don vi quan déi Bac Viét dang tién téi:
“. Anh sép bi giét do!

- Vang. Mét sinh vién si quan tra Ioi.

- Sao vay? Da két thic roi mal

- Tai vi chung téi khéng wa céng san.”

Va, long day can dam, nhiing sinh vién tré tudi trong bé quén phuc maéi toanh, tuyét dep, gidy

bong loang, tién ra dé cho chét.”

Truong Thiéu Sinh quén & Viing Tau, la truong ndi trd, trong hoc trinh ¢6 day quén sw cho céc
thiéu nién Viét Nam c6 cha tw tran. Khi dén luc cudi, nhiing em trai 12-13 tubi dubi cac em thiéu
sinh quan nhé hon vé nha, 1ap chudéng ngai vat bao vé truong va dbi dau véi cac don vi quén
Béc Viét:

“Ho tiép tuc chién déu sau khi tat cd moi nguoi khac da dau hang!... Nhiéu nguoi trong sé ho bj



giét. Va khi quan cdng san tién vao, céc thiéu sinh quan danh trd. Céng san khéng vao duoc ngoi

trirong ngay luc do.”

Nhiing con ngudi tuong tw (luc dé) dang gia tdng trong moi cdp buc clia QLVNCH, va nhu céu
cép bach cda tinh hinh buéc sw thdng thudng phai dua trén kha ndng, khéng dua trén quan hé

chinh tri hay quan hé gia dinh.

Gidi truyén théng Hoa Ky d4 that bai tai Viét Nam, thua bai hoan toan va thé thdm hon nhiéu so
véi céc lue luong quan sw cuia VNCH, Hoa Ky va cac déng minh. Ho thuong 1én én bang nhing
16i can thiép day tw phu va tw man. Mot cude thdm do 9,604 chuong trinh truyén hinh cia NBC,
CBS va ABC tir 1963 dén 1977 cho thay ré nhiing sw thiéu sét cua nhitng cai goi la bai tuong
thuat truyén hinh. 0.7% chuong trinh néi vé viéc huén luyén QLVNCH. 0.8% vé binh dinh. 2.7%
vé chinh quyén hay quén lwc VNCH hay Cambodia. Téng céng chi c6 392 chuong trinh, tirc 2.7%
toan b6 cac chuong trinh tin tire truyén hinh My, tuong trinh vé Viét Nam. Khéng ¢ mét Ioi nao
vé hon 200 ngan héi chanh vién, khéng mét Ioi vé QLVNCH thién chién. Khéng cé gi vé nhiing
phi céng Ong Chua ltrng danh cuda trure thang Viét Nam ctru mang cho nhing toan luc lwgng déac
biét Hoa Ky cham dich doc duong mon H& Chi Minh. Hau hét nguoi My, néu khéng phaéi la tét
cd, déu nhé hinh anh bi hung cda mét nguoi Trung Hoa ding truéc doan xe tdng & quang truong
Thién An Mén, nhung khéng ai biét Trung ST thay quén luc chién Viét Nam Huynh Véan Luom
ding trén cau Péng Ha chén dung doan xe tdng Béc Viét, tac xa bang khau sing chéng téng
LAW cda anh:

“Canh tuong anh linh TQLC ndng c6 95 cén Anh tru ngay trén duong tién cua 40 xe ting khéng
c6 y nao mudn dimng lai, trén mot khia canh thi la dai dét mét céch khé tin. Trén khia canh khéc,
quan trong hon, hinh dnh nay mang day niém phéan khich déi véi mot luc luong phong thi méng
manh dén thé tham, va véi nhiéu nguoi ti nan, it ai trong sé dé tirng chung kién mot hanh déng
thach dé diing cdm dén thé... Sw anh ding la thuong cta nguoi linh thiy quén luc chién Nam
Viét Nam nay d3 khién dot tan céng bang xe tang, t6i lic dé chimng nhw chac chan phéi thang loi,

da bi mét da tan kich.”

Trong mét khodnh khdc ma gici truyén théng mang tat can thij Ién tiéng, thi phéng vién Donald
Kirk tuyét dbi khéng té ra sw quan tdm nao khi dén thdm sw doan 7 bé binh VNCH, noi da tré nén
mot don vi ¢6 hiéu ndng cao tuyét dudi tai lanh dao ctia Twéng Nguyén Khoa Nam. Quan nhan
trong sw doan nhan thirc ré gia tri nhitng néng trai cua sw doan do tuéng Nam thiét lap dé gidm
bét ganh ndng kinh té cho binh si cua sw doan 7. Nhung khi Kirk va cac phéng vién khéc bi giip
lai & mét diém chén duong ctua quan déi Bac Viét réi duoc tha ra sau do, thi Kirk lai that vong vi

anh ta khéng c6 co hoi dé néi chuyén véi bd déi Bac Viét:

“Téi ctr nghT mai vé viéc tréng ho nhuw vira buéc ra khdi cubn phim... Ho ¢ vé la nhiing tay chinh



quy, vdy do. Téi chi mong sao chiing t6i da cé thé & lai thém va néi chuyén véi ho 1au hon”.

Quén doi Péng Minh tham chién tai Viét Nam

Ong Kirk c6 thé yén tdm rang quén si sw doan 7 déu la “nhiing tay chinh quy’, rét dang dé noi
chuyén, va hoc héi noi ho. Anh chang nay, ciing nhw déng ddo trong gidi truyén théng lam tin
tire, da khéng dé y gi dén viéc do, cho nén khéng cé gi ky bi vé nguyén nhén vi sao hdu hét
nhitng nguoi My timg phuc vu tai Déng Nam A déu nhin céi gidi truyén thong tin tic nay véi sw

khinh miét gay gat.

Phai chi gi¢i nay chiu khé quan hé véi quén dan Viét Nam ma ho gdp g&, nhw toi da lam nhiéu
Ian, thi dam ky gié hdn da biét trong mét nhitng nguoi Viét &y chi nghia céng sén cta Ha Noi la
diéu dang khinh bi va kinh tém, nhw mét loai phan boi vén hoa va truyén thbng Viét Nam. Khéng
phai nhitng nguoi Viét nay chién dau va hy sinh dé bdo vé “ché dé tham nhiing cta Thiéu”, ma
la dé gin gitk mot cudc séng tét dep hon cho ngudi dan, cho con céi, va cho dét nuéc cia ho. Mot
thay quén luc chién Viét Nam dién gidi va 1ot td chan xéc nhét vé diéu nay, khi anh ta néi véi toi
rang sau khi quan doi VNCH gidi quyét xong véi quén déi mién Béc, ho sé quay sung lai chéng

dam tham nhiing & Sai Gon. Nhiing suw kién tham thiét bi thuong sau ndm 1975 da chirng thuc



tinh thuan ly va gié tri cua diéu quyét tam ay.

Gidi truyén théng gidi tri va gioi gido duc & Hoa Ky ciing chang kha gi hon, ma con man nguyén
khi I3p lai, néu khéng phai la thém mam thém mudi vao cai chuyén than thoai do truyén théng
dung 1én. Mot cudn séach st trung hoc duoc st dung réng réi & My cé chuong sty vé Viét Nam
khéng hé néi dén Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa, chi viét rang: “Viét Nam héa thét bai,” ngoai ra
con gom gép hon 200 diéu khang dinh c6 thé duoc ching minh Ia sai tréi va mang hoan toan
tinh chét dan dat lac hudng, trong 13 trang bai hoc. Cé néi dén vu tan céng sang Cambodia,
nhung khéng néi gi vé viéc quan Viét Nam Cdng Hoa tham dw déng ddo hon luc luong Hoa Ky,
29 ngan quén so véi 19,300 quéan My tham chién. Sach ciing khéng ndi Ién rang truéc khi chinh
thire mé chién dich, quén doéi Viét Nam Céng Hoa d4 tén céng truéc vao céc vi tri phong thu clda
quén déi Bic Viét & Cambodia. Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa da hoan toan vé hinh, nhu mot dé

tai s€ duorc trinh bay noi day (trong cudc héi thao).

Phim &nh va truyén hinh lai cang té hon, méc du cé duwoc mét sé phim tai liéu lich six. Ca cudn
phim “Bat 217, nhdm miéu t& cudc tim ctru trung té Iceal Hambleton ndm 1972, khéng thé hiéu
duoc tai sao d loai hdn sw kién la mot chién st Nguoi Nhéi Viét Nam, Nguyén Van Kiét, nguoi
cung thi hanh céng tac tim ctu dé véi nguoi nhai Hoa Ky Tom Norris, dwgc tang thudng huy
chuong US Navy Cross do sw diing cdm va anh hung cta Kiét. Lam sao cong chuing cé thé tréng
mong duorc biét bat ky diéu gi khi ma ché dé “kiém duyét” trén thuc té da boéi xoa tét ca va tirmg

dau vét cua sw hoat dong gurong méu cta Quén Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa?
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Sau cung, cén phai nhin nhén réng Quéan Luc Viét Nam Coéng Hoa da bj de bep bdi mét ganh
néng trdm kha khéng thé nao vuot thang: dé la mét ddbng minh bét xirng, ngu dét va gay réi mot

cach dang kinh ngac, dwdi hinh thire céi chinh phd Hoa Ky.

Mét hoi nghi chuyén dé toan dién nén duoc té chirc vé dé tai nay, va cén phéi cé hoéi nghi do.
Nhiing chién luoc gid hiéu phat xuét tir Washington, vé ban chat, phai bj coi la cdu thd mang tinh
cach toi &c. Khéng mot hanh dong nao duoc tung ra dé chén va gilr dwong mon Hé Chi Minh.
Khéng cé con duong nay thi cudc chién tranh clia Ha Noi da khéng thé nao tién hanh duoc.
Khéng mét viéc gi duoc thi hanh dé giao chién véi chién tranh théng tin tuyén truyén-phan tuyén
truyén duwdi hinh thire goi la dich van, mét trong nhitng chién lwoc quan trong ctia Ha Noi, duoc
thi hanh véi nhiing s lira gat quy quyét xuét chung. Khéng lam mét viéc gi mai dén khi co quan
CORDS duoc thanh lap dé ra ké hoach va phdi hop nhiing hoat déng quén sw va binh dinh vé
mét tinh bdo. Khéng lam mot viéc gi dé khai trién mét lién minh réng I6n nhw mot chién truong
chung cda nguoi Viét, nguoi Lao, nguoi Cambodia va Théi Lan, chéng lai ké thu chung, trong khi
Ha N6i da lam y nhuw vay: thiét Iap mét cdu truc chi huy chién truong Péng Duong nham két hop
moi yéu t6 vao mot chién luoc gén bé cho toan khu vue. Ly cé vé 1anh dao cta Hoa Ky la mu loa,
I14n mo vung dai nhw con heo trén tdng bdng, nhw mot con coc vang, rat giau c6 nhung cing rat

ngu dén. (Nhiing chir in ddm la nhiing chir tac gia viét bang tiéng Viét)

Nhiing ké hoach, nhiing dé nghi di nguoc dong lich str khé c6 thé duoc ching minh hoan toan

chédc chén, va cé thé chién tranh (Viét Nam da qua) la mét cuéc chién khéng thé nao thdng duoc.
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C6 thé nhw vdy. Tuy nhién nhiing nguoi My, nguoi Uc da phuc vu sét canh nhiing chién hiu cia
ho trong Quén Luc Viét Nam Cdng Hoa, “nhitng chién hitu, ban bé, gibng nhwr anh em ruét,” (viét
tiéng Viét trong nguyén ban) mang trong Iong ho néi budn séu xa vi da thua cudc, hay da méat
biét bao ban bé tan tuy, mat caé niém vinh dw I6n lao cho viéc da cb gdng dat cho ky duoc mot
thé gidi tét dep hon cho nhiing ngudi dan thuong cia Viét Nam, Lao, Cambodia va Thai Lan. Ho
khéng bi thic day vi nhiing quan niém tinh vi vé dja ly chinh tri thé gi6i, nhung ding hon, la do
sw kinh trong va ngudng mé dbi véi nhiéu nguoi Déng Nam A da biét yéu quy xir s&, nhiing con

nguoi da “thé bdo vé giang son qué huong’”.

Nhiéu trang lich str con chwa duoc It ra, phan énh suw tiép nbi cai khuynh huéng cia Hoa Ky chi
toan nhin qua con mét nguoi My, b loc qua dinh kién cta nguoi My. Mot sé sach vé noi dén Viét
Nam nhw mét “giai doan thir thédch day khé dau ctia Hoa Ky,” ma chua tirng moét 1an héi xem
nguwoi Péng Nam A d3 trai qua loai thir thach khé dau nao. Pay day nhing dir kién lich st quy
gia va nhiing nét quan sét séc sdo nam trong nhitng cudn sach duoc viét do nguoi Viét Nam (va
c& nguoi Lao). Thiéu nhitng séch dé, khéng thé nao cé duoc sw hiéu biét toan dién. Nhing tac
phém cta Ly Tong Ba, Ha Mai Viét, Pham Huén, Phan Nhat Nam, Trén Van Nhut, va nhiéu nguoi
khéc, dang kéu gao doi duoc dich thuét, cling nhw hang chuc bai phd bién hdng ndm trén séch
bao tap chi quan sw va cac &n ban khéac. Nhiéu bai trong d6 mé ta nhiing tran danh, nhiing dién
tién va nhitng nhan céch, khéng hé duoc céc st gia Hoa Ky biét dén. Khéng tham khdo nhiing
nguén dé thi chdc chan la chién tranh Viét Nam, cing la Chién Tranh Béng Duwong cta Ha Noi,

s& mai la nhiing bi &4n khéng thé gidi doén, va lich str chén thuc cua Quéan Luc Viét Nam Cdng
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Hoa sé méi bi chén vui duéi tang I6p nay qua téng I6p no cda nhiing chuyén hoang duong, cua

sw khéng théng hiéu, va cua sw gid dinh vo cén ct.
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Bill Laurie is not only a Vietham Vet, but a Vietham War historian as well (a true expert on Vietnam
War, not the kind of "military pundits" who used to talk "bullshit" in some military programs on TV).
His following writing has been presented at The Vietnam Center Conference (Texas, March 29.
'06) on the the subject "ARVN: Reflections and Reassessments After 30 Years." Don't let the
guotations, statistic tables, and references intimidate you, this ARVN report speaks outright
simple and is worth reading. ARVN: 1968 — 1975

1 - RVNAF, the Republic of Viet Nam Armed Forces, underwent a significant change, both
gualitatively and quantitatively, between 1968 and 1975. It was a change that went unnoticed by
the news media and remains generally unknown to the American public, and is inadequately
identified and described in many would-be "history"books, in part because the nature and extent
of change could not readily be foreseen or predicted based on RVNAF performance and
capabilities up to 1968. None of this is to deny serious problems existed, or that corruption and
poor leadership did not continue to plague RVNAF's ability to defend the Republic of Viet Nam,
yet to a degree these problems were being addressed and the positive aspects of RVNAF cannot

be excluded from honest history.

| experienced this personally, arriving in Viet Nam in late 1971, serving one year with MACV, and
returning for two more years, 1973-1975, with the Defense Attache Office. Originally scheduled
and trained to serve as an advisor, | attended Infantry Officer Basic at Ft. Benning, Georgia;
Combat Tactical Intelligence and Southeast Asia Orientation at Ft. Holabird, Maryland; and Viet
Namese Language School at Ft. Bliss, Texas. Upon arriving in Viet Nam | was told advisory slots
were being phased out and instead | was assigned to MACV J-2 as an intelligence analyst, first

covering Cambodia and then concentrating on Military Region 1V, covering the entire Mekong
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Delta. This job expanded informally and encompassed liaison work with RVNAF staff, US advisory
teams, GVN provinces, and RVNAF units in the Delta. During these three years | was, at one time
or another, in 18 of the former RVN's 44 provinces, dealing with not only US and RVNAF elements
but also with the Australians, USAID, and the CIA. | sat in on very high level briefings at MACV
HQ as well as the RVN JGS, while the next week | might be in a Kien Phong rice paddy with PF
troops, or flying across Dinh Tuong province in an ARVN Huey, or at Tra Cu Ranger Base along
the Vam Co Dong River. Of great importance was the ability to speak Viet Namese, and within
one month after arriving in Viet Nam it was clearly apparent that nothing I'd heard in the US, either
the "news reports”or rather silly debates on college campuses, described what | experienced and
encountered. In sum, | asked myself "If all those people in the U.S. are talking about Viet Nam,

then where am [?"

2 - My off-duty hours were spent entirely within a Viet Namese dimension of reality. Whether in
Saigon, or Cao Lanh, or Rach Gia, | frequented the "quan nho,"the card-table soup and coffee
stands, eagerly listening to Viet Namese people and troops, asking questions, and learning far,
far more than I'd ever learned in the States, or even knew there was to be learned. My education
did not end in 1975. Since then | have read cubic feet of declassified documents and hundreds of
books (to include works in Viet Namese), interviewed scores upon scores of Southeast Asia- and
US-born veterans of the war, and prowled the internet's hundreds of Viet Nam and Southeast
Asia websites. There remains much, much more to Viet Nam, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand than
is suspected by the American public, and conclusions presenting themselves do not conform to

what most people think they know.

Yes, there were serious problems with corruption. Yes, there were examples of inept leadership.
Still, no one told me, or even suggested, that my initial exposure to the ARVN 9th Infantry Division
would reveal the professional and highly competent performance witnessed at a division FDC
(Fire Direction Center for allocation of supporting artillery fire). Nor had anyone told me that the
7th ARVN Infantry Division, forever condemned by its lackluster performance at Ap Bac, years
earlier, had evolved into a highly effective unit under the leadership of General Nguyen Khoa
Nam, a man of impeccable integrity and tactical skills who remains unknown to the American
public, while being justly revered by the Viet Namese people. Nor did any suggest it would even
be possible for Hau Nghia Province's RF forces, the provincial militia, to thoroughly humiliate not
one but three NVA regular regiments during Hanoi's 1972 Offensive, systematically chewing up
and spitting out attacking enemy forces that could have feasibly changed the course of history
during this period.1 The RF did not have the artillery and air support available to regular ARVN
(to include Airborne and Rangers) and Marine units, and relied heavily on basic hard-ball infantry
skills. Had the NVA broken through they would have posed an immediate and direct threat to

Saigon, a mere 25 miles away, forcing ARVN 21st Division forces to pull back from QL 13, and



thereby allow NVA forces to direct all their attention to An Loc. As has been noted by James H.

3 - Willbanks(2) in his excellent work, the 21st division, while not succeeding in breaking through
to besieged An Loc, did force the NVA to divert a division away from An Loc, which conceivably

might otherwise have fallen, with dire consequences.

In sum, RVNAF in its entirety, and often mistakenly referred to as simply "ARVN,"was capable of
far more than | had learned before going to Viet Nam, and far more than was conveyed to the
American people. Then...and now. Going back to the period discussed in this presentation, it is
acknowledged that RVNAF had serious problems. This is obvious. Were this not so, U.S.,
Australian, South Korean, Thai and New Zealand combat units would not have been required.
Still, there were indications of what well-led, properly armed and equipped RVNAF forces were
capable of. In 1966 the 37th ARVN Ranger battalion decimated an NVA regiment three times its
size at Thach Tru, receiving a Presidential Unit Citation from Lyndon Johnson for its feat. An
American advisor to the 37th, Capt. Bobby Jackson, described his counterpart, company
commander Capt. Nguyen Van Chinh, as being "utterly fearless."3 The 2nd Marine, or Thuy Quan
Luc Chien, Battalion, whose shoulder patch depicted a "Trau Dien,"a "Crazy Buffalo,"had likewise
bullied VC and NVA units, demonstrating the appropriateness of their unit symbol (all the more
meaningful for those who've encountered an enraged water buffalo). Their accomplishments were

unreported in the US news media and are ignored in later day "histories."

By 1968, and in the aftermath of Hanoi's failed '68 strategic counter- offensive, it was clear to US
decision makers that "Viet Namization"must be accelerated, which many people falsely assume
is the demarcation between a period when RVNAF wasn't fighting, and now would begin to fight.
This overlooks the fact that RVNAF monthly combat fatalities greatly exceeded those of combined
allied forces for the entire war. RVNAF was finally supplied with modern weapons, replacing the
WW II equipment most had been using (by early 1968 only 5% of RVNAF were using the M-16
rifle), generally inferior to VC/NVA weaponry. Concurrently, RVNAF strength increased the board:

4 -1968 1972

Regular Forces

Army 380,000 410,000 Plus 30,000/7.9%
Air Force 19,000 50,000 Plus 31,000/163%
Navy 19,000 42,000 Plus 23,000/110%
Marines 9,000 14,000 Plus 5,000/56%
Total Regular 427,000 516,000 Plus 89,000/21%
RF/PF Militia*

RF 220,000 284,000 Plus 64,000/29%



PF 173,000 248,000 Plus75,000/43%
Total 393,000 532,000 Plus 139,000/35%

Overall Total 820,000 1,048,000 Plus 228,000/28%
(4)

*The term "militia"is often used yet may wrongly suggest the final evolution of these elements took
the form of part-time irregulars. Sometimes referred to as "territorials,"the RF(Regional Forces, or
Dia Phuong Quan) and PF(Popular Forces, or Nghia Quan) were full time military units, typically
limited to their home province, or district, respectively.

As can be seen, "ARVN"-the Republic of Viet Nam ARMY, was only one component-56%-of the
total armed forces. There were yet other elements, to include the National Field Force Police,
People's Self Defense Force/Nhan Dan Tu Ve (PSDF), and Rural Developemt (RD) teams. While
the latter were not considered full-time combat troops, and the PSDF often ridiculed, they were
an impediment to the VC/NVA. In one case, not known to be documented, an RD cadre team
turned back a VC battalion in Vinh Long province, its members skilled in calling in province
artillery.5 While the PSDF were too young, too old, or too disabled to join the regular military,
serving only as a village hamlet defense force against local VC tax, recruiting, or agitprop teams,
they were another factor the local communists had to deal with, and one that had not been in
place before 1968, when local VC could freely enter hamlets at night. Sometimes the PSDF were
ineffectual, and sometimes they were propagandized into joining the VC (6), yet at other times:

5 "...they (two VC) were trying to abduct a member of the PSDF when another PSDF appeared
on the scene and shot both of them dead with an M-1. An AK-47 and 9mm Chicom pistol were
captured.”

And... "Both Prey Vang and Tahou hamlets received small arms fire and B-40s tonight. The local

PSDF managed to drive off two light ground probes."(7)

It was also an 18-year-old PSDF member who knocked out the first of many tanks destroyed at

An Loc in the 1972 siege. (8)Hanoi was not pleased:

"They [RVNAF] strengthened puppet [sic] forces, consolidated the puppet [sic] government, and
established an outpost network and People's Self Defense Force organizations in many villages.
They provided more technical equipment for, and increased mobility of, puppet [sic] forces,
establishing blocking lines, and created a new defensive and oppressive system in densely
populated areas. As a result, they caused many difficulties and inflicted losses on friendly [VC]

forces."9



This would not and could not have happened prior to 1968's creation and arming of PSDF with
cast-off WWII weapons passed down from main force RVNAF elements. Likewise, the RF/PF,
with assistance of US Mobile Advisory Teams (MATS), belatedly employed in 1968 (10), and
armed with better weapons, began making progress, as witnessed in 1970 by MAT member David

Donovan during a classic infantry assault:

"We had just gotten past the major infestation of booby traps when we began to receive fire from
a tree line in front of us. Water spouted up around us, bullets whined overhead, and we heard the
stuttered popping of light small arms fire. The men reacted well now, not like the early days when
getting any reaction from them under fire was next to impossible. Sergeant Abney took the rear
of the column and swung around to the right, using it as a maneuver element while those of us in
the front returned fire. When Abney's troops got to a good protected position they stopped and
began firing themselves. Under the cover of their fire we moved ahead to yet another position. In
this back-and-forth stepwise manner Abney's and my group finally got to the tree line and into the
direct assault. Three men in the element | was with had been hit, | didn't know how badly, but
everyone kept moving up. We had done well."11

6 - Donovan's experience was not unique. Advisor John Cook recalled his optimism of 1970:
"We [Cook and his Viet Namese counterparts] were riding high, feeling almost indestructible.

The morale and aggressiveness in the district was extremely high, causing us to pursue the

enemy with almost reckless abandonment."12

Performance of this caliber was not universal. There were units that did not respond to changing
times and remained plagued by poor leadership, complete absence of aggressive patrolling and
tactics, and instances in which American advisors may have been killed, or threatened by, RF/PF
counterparts with whom they did not get along.13 Other American advisors did not encounter
these unpleasantries but were unimpressed with their advisee charges. Still, accounts of
favorable experiences and observations abound, yet are virtually absent from the national

discussion and common American perceptions, or what is taught in our schools.

Improvement, or outright excellence, was not limited to the territorial forces, and ARVN infantry
divisions-admittedly not all-demonstrated aggressive tactical brilliance. Quang Tri Pacification
advisor Richard Stevens, who'd served a prior tour in the Marines, was amazed at the

performance of ARVN 1st Division elements successfully attacking an NVA rocket launch site:

"l was totally impressed and just dazzled actually, by the way they operated and by their daring
in doings things. ... This was the thirteenth operation like this that this guy [a battalion XO] had

led. You're talking about people that are total experts at what they're doing and who have done



S0 many hair-raising things already and are still doing it. ... This regiment's advisors told me all
the time | went there that...you're working with the best now. There's nothing we can tell these
guys about anything. We're [the advisors] just fire support people. But as far as knowing how to
operate, they're the ones that teach us.' We had both Australian and American advisors; they all
said the same thing."14

ir %NS
|
|

:

To the south, in MR 1V's Dinh Tuong Province, the 7th ARVN division also performed flawlessly,

as testified by advisors and US "slick"pilots who flew 7th division troops on combat assaults. While
the 7th, perhaps by virtue of the Ap Bac debacle of 1963, was termed by some a "search and
avoid"unit, those working directly with the 7th have nothing but praise and admiration for the
7 7th's aggressiveness and tactical expertise. A former NVA infiltrator testified to the ARVN 7th's

prowess:

"....the liberated zone was shrinking. ... | spent more and more time moving around, trying to stay
away from ARVN operations. "In Ben Tre [AKA Kien Hoa Province] it was mainly the ARVN 7th
division that was causing problems. Most of the division was recruited from the Delta so they

knew the whole area. They were just as familiar with it as we were."15

Conditions became even worse as newly arrived NVA fillers to "VC"units did not know the area
at all and were ill-equipped to wage the tree-line warfare of the northern delta. One POW indicated

he was captured shortly after arriving when he and others were assigned to ambush a 7th division



sweep the following day. In place before dawn, the would-be ambushers were hit from behind by

7th division flank elements ahead of the main body.16

The results of this became increasingly evident between 1968 and 1971, a period during which
US troop strength was reduced by more than half, and decline in VC/NVA offensive operations

was clear and distinct:

1968 1972 1968-1972 Change

US Forces 537,000 224,000 Down 312,000/58%

VC/NVA Bn Atks 126 2 Down 124/98%

Small Scale Atks 3,795 2,242 Down 1,553/41%

Terrorist Atks 32,362 22,700 Down 9,662/30%
Assassinations 5,389* 3,573 Down 1,816/34%

Abductions 8,759** 5,006 Down 2,573/43%

Percentage Secure 47 84 Up 37/56% Hamlets

Rice Growing Area 2,296 2,522 Up 226/9.8% (1,000 Hectares)

VN Civilians Admitted to Hospital For War-Related Injuries(% total Population) 88,149 39,402
Down 48,474/55%
VC/NVA Strength 250,300 197,700 Down 52,600/21%

8 *Excludes assassination victims at Hue

**Eew abductees ever returned. They are assumed to have been Killed.

The disparity of change between VC/NVA strength and offensive actions is illustrative:
Percentage Drop, 1968-1971

VC/NVA Bn. Sized Attacks 98%
Abductions 43%

Small Scale Attacks 41%
Assassinations 34%

Terrorism 30%

VC/NVA Strength 21%

The percentage decline in all forms of VC/NVA offensive operations declined more than did
overall strength figures, indicating a decrease in overall military capabilities below that expected
from a 21% troop strength drop. This occurred while American troop strength declined 58%. Not
only were there fewer VC/NVA in country but they less capable of initiating offensive operations.
Little doubt exists that many Viet Nam statistics were of questionable veracity, and the HES rating

(secure hamlets) in particular is frequently and justifiably damned for inaccuracies, yet the trend



line is clear and there is no body of evidence, statistical or anecdotal, suggesting anything but a
precipitous decline in VC/NVA fortunes between 1968 and 1971. While the VC, as distinct from
the NVA, were not completely destroyed, and pockets of strong VC influence and control
remained in such provinces as Chuong Thien, Dinh Tuong, Quang Nam and Quang Ngai, the
indigenous VC were no longer a strategic force and had it not been for massive NVA infiltration
and provision of modern weaponry, the war were have gradually expended itself. Even those VC
units and areas that remained were entirely dependent on the NVA for their survival. "Anti-
war"writer Frances FitzGerald, author of Fire in the Lake (ironically enough thoroughly lambasted
by both Hanoi chief ideologue Nguyen Khac Vien and NLF/Hanoi supporter Ngo Vinh Long)
acknowledged survival odds for both VC and RVNAF troops, in 1966 was 50-50, yet by 1969 VC
survival odds plummeted to 10% while an RVNAF soldier had a 90% survival chance.18 Nguyen
Van Thanh, after 23 years as a Viet Cong, defected in 1970, viewing the NLF cause as hopeless,

citing improved RVNAF operations,

9 - expansion of district PF and PSDF programs, and the GVN's impending land reform program
as factors he could no longer deal with.19 Stanley Karnow states forthrightly in his profoundly
over-rated book, without ever having explained how this all came about, that by 1971 "...the Viet

Cong alone was no match for the Saigon government army."20

Don Colin spent years in Viet Nam and was widely renowned for his gruff, excessively blunt
rejection of anything he viewed as, and vociferously damned, as utter bullsh-t. He suffered
through the frustrating difficulties, false-starts, and the very same problems viewed as constant
unchanging universals, if not harbingers of doom. Yet by 1971 he saw the cumulative results

materialize in the delta:

"Thirty months ago the number of good leaders in MR IV could be measured on one hand. Even
the corps commander, while he was a good, honest and fairly capable leader, was shy,
unimaginative and not capable of stirring his subordinates to aggressive and positive activity.
Division commanders were largely incompetent and most Province chiefs were largely
incompetent and corrupt. Subordinate commanders not only mirrored but in most case magnified
these faults. Now, the overall level of competence, honesty and dedication has risen to levels |
would previously have thought unimaginable. ... This particular change has made me more
sanguine regarding the ultimate ability of the Government to fully control Viet Nam and establish

a stable government."21

Then came Hanoi's 1972 offensive, a conventional blitzkrieg characterized by modern heavy
weapons and introduction of such lethal devices as the SA-7 Grail anti-aircraft missile, the AT-3
wire-guided Sagger missile, and a veritable armada of T-54 tanks supported by several hundred

122mm and 130mm artillery pieces, superior to anything and everything in the US-supplied



RVNAF artillery arsenal. RVNAF took some heavy hits; it appeared at times as if the end might
be near and collapse imminent, yet RVNAF took a standing 8 count, recovered and blunted the
heaviest offensive to date in Viet Nam. None other than America's preeminent VN scholar,
Douglas Pike, declared Hanoi's invasion failed because "...the South Viet Namese outfought the
invaders from the North."22 Many commentators, to include Gen. Ngo Quang Truong, cite
American air power as a decisive factor, and it was pivotal. Yet the implication that RVNAF would
not or could not fight without US airpower omits

10 - consideration of two key points. First, US troops would have expected, and been entitled to,
the exact same air power that was used to support RVNAF. Secondly, and this point is seldom
recognized: US airpower was a compensatory factor countering both superior NVA armor and,
most significantly, superior artillery, the accurate 122mm and 130mm guns delivering massive
destruction at ranges up to 19 miles. The US did not provide its ally, the Republic of Viet Nam,
with as good an arsenal, especially in the realm of artillery, as the Soviets and Chinese
Communist provided Hanoi. Hanoi had hundreds of 122mm and 130mm guns; RVNAF had no
artillery sufficient to fire counter-battery, and had only two dozen or so 175mm guns, which are
not as accurate as and have a lower cyclic rate of fire than 122s and 130s. Not even reinforced
bunkers can withstand 130mm rounds with delayed fuses. Finally, again addressing the subject
of airpower, RVN's own air force performed admirably during the 1972 battles, yet remain ignored
by American commentators. An American FAC admired the VNAF A-37 pilots with whom he

conducted an air strike against NVA positions:

"His dive took him down within range of automatic weapons and sure enough as | saw several
lines of tracer ammo arcing toward Pepper lead, | shouted a warning. | saw him release his bombs
at the very low altitude and score a perfect hit on the wall. In their succeeding passes, the VNAF
pilots scored perfect hits each time and each time they were met by a hail of ground fire. ...ground
fire [against the aircraft] was extremely intensive. The North Viet Namese seemed to know their

antagonists were South Viet Namese."

" fully expected the A-37s to be shot down but both delivered all their ordnance unscathed. The

two VNAF pilots put on quite a show and | admired their bravery if not their good sense."23
This was not an isolated incident, as attested by another American observer:

"VNAF came into its own during the 1972 offensive. ... In the defense of Kontum the VNAF has

been magnificent, absolutely magnificent."24

RVNAF took Hanoi's best shot in 1972, a shot far exceeding '68 Tet battles in terms of troop
numbers and firepower. Roughly 150,000 NVA were believed to have been committed in the

offensive's first phase, and another 50,000 deployed as the battles ensued. Tet '68 on the other



hand, saw 84,000 VC/NVA committed, with limited artillery and armor (excepting MR 1).

11 - RVNAF continued to do reasonably well after the fraudulent Paris "Peace" Accords were
signed and promptly violated. By late September 1973 an RVNAF task force had driven the 1st
NVA division out its Seven Mountains redoubt and inflicted such heavy casualties that the 1st was
disbanded, its surviving members parceled out to other units. A few months later the ARVN 7th
division launched a major operation to drive NVA units out their Tri Phap base area in the Dinh
Tuong-Kien Tuong-Kien Phong tri-border area, inflicting heavy casualties. Tri Phap had never
been penetrated throughout the war and was characterized by hardened defensive positions; the
defeat was so humiliating that communist authorities were cautioned to hide this defeat from their
troops lest they become demoralized.25 The Polish and Hungarian delegates to the impotent
ICCS (International Commission for Control and Supervision (of the "cease fire")) doubled as
spies for the Hanoi's communists. One of their 1973 reports stated no VC units (what few there
were) were equal to RVNAF regulars, and even the NVA's best weren't comparable to RVNAF's
Airborne or Marines.26

By mid-1974 however US aid cutbacks began to slowly strangle RVNAF, and it would only get
worse from thereon out. By 1975 the Available Supply Rates (ASR) for artillery rounds had
plummeted to unacceptable low levels (per tube, per day):

1972 1975

105mm 180 10 Down 170/94%
155mm 150 5 Down 145/97%
175mm 30 3 Down 27/90% (27)

Everything was cut to the bone, and into the marrow. Some infantry troops were provided a basic
load of 60 M-16 rounds, per week. Some units forbid troops from firing M-16s on full automatic.
Infantry units in contact were sometimes limited to two artillery rounds on call unless being
overrun. Lack of spare parts forced mothballing of tanks, river patrol boats, and aircraft. Worse
yet, RVNAF troops and their families suffered under an economy shredded by 50% inflation and
a 25% unemployment rate. A US DAO study conducted in 1974 revealed 82% of RVNAF did not
receive enough food to meet family needs.28 Hunger and malnutrition eroded morale and combat

capabilities.

12 - The situation worsened in following months, and was sickening to watch, a veritable death
by a thousand cuts. A year later, when the GVN finally collapsed and, as can be inferred from
reading would-be history books, many Americans were apparently surprised, wondering how

everything could collapse overnight. The more intriguing question is how RVNAF fought on as



long as it did after mid- 1974, with inadequate weapons, equipment, munitions, fuel, medical
supplies, a constantly empty stomach, and an equally hungry family. Once the dam broke and
the rout began following Thieu's order to pull out of the Highlands, chaos and panic took over,
helped in part by confusing and changing orders emanating from the Presidential palace. As
ignominious as the final collapse was, there were more than a few little "Alamos"as RVNAF
defenders fought to the end. The 18th infantry division's stand at Xuan Loc was an epic battle,
yet the 1st Airborne Brigade's presence and role in this very same battle is virtually unknown.
While MR Il was collapsing and the end appeared near, ARVN 7th division troops defeated an
NVA attempt to cut QL 4, the sole highway connecting the Mekong Delta to Saigon. On the final
day, the "ngay quoc han (day of national indignation),"an AC-119K gunship flown by Lts. Thanh
and Tran Van Hien circled Saigon providing fire support for the last units engaged. Out of fuel and
munitions, they landed to refuel and re-arm and were told by their operations officer they need
not take off again, all was lost. Lt.s Thanh and Hien stood firm, received their fuel and munitions
and, accompanied by two A-1H Skyraiders piloted by a Major Truong Phung and a Captain Phuc,
resumed their desperate battle. Only Capt. Phuc survived, strafing until he ran out of ammunition.
Lt.s Thanh and Hien, along with Major Truong Phung, all met their deaths, shot down by SA-7
missiles. They fought to the very end.29

Overall, no military, as starved as RVNAF was, could have withstood the NVA onslaught, as
engorged as the NVA were with communist bloc artillery, armor, weapons, fuel, troop transport
trucks, and munitions. As it was, even though RVNAF was gutted by aid cutbacks, it took
everything the NVA had. Approximately 400,000 communist forces, almost 90% NVA, were
required to defeat RVNAF. Hanoi had never before fielded a force as large and as modern as it

did in 1975. It had never pulled all its units out of Laos and Cambodia.

13 - Quantitatively, the 400,000 is just under 5 times the VC/NVA forces committed in Tet '68, yet
gualitatively, enhanced by hundreds of long range artillery pieces, hundreds of tanks, thousands
of trucks, and a complete arsenal of modern weaponry, the 1975 legions had more than 5 times
the combat capability of Tet '68 forces. Examining matters from another perspective, it can be
safely asserted that had the NVA been as enervated by supply cuts as was RVNAF, it could never
have launched much less sustained its final offensive. Superior fire power proved decisive, hardly
a novel development in military history. By the end, RVNAF suffered a total of approximately
275,000 combat fatalities (excluding assassinations), from a country whose average population
during the course of the war was about 17 million. Had the United States, with a population
average of 200 million during the same time frame, sustained proportional fatalities, the death toll
would have exceeded 3,200,000, necessitating another 56 "Walls"to record the names of the
fallen. This did not go unnoticed by some observers. Sir Robert Thompson, while fully cognizant

of RVNAF's shortcomings and growth pains, concluded:



"They [RVNAF and the GVN] surmounted national and personal crises which would have crushed
most people and in spite of casualties which would have appalled and probably collapsed the
United States, they could still maintain over one million men under arms after more than ten years
of war. The United Kingdom did just that, proportionately, in 1917 after three year of war but never
again. The United States has never done it (emphasis added)."30

Correspondent Peter Kann, far more enlightened than many of his journalistic colleagues, also

weighed in, following Saigon's defeat:

"South Viet Nam did manage to resist for a great many years and not always with a great deal of

American help. Few nations or societies that | can think of would have struggled so long."31

Did "Viet Namization"work? Had RVNAF matured and grown into a capable fighting force? It can
be argued it did, only to be eviscerated by lethal aid cutbacks. A 1974 survey of U.S. generals

who served in Viet Nam asked how well "Viet Namization"had succeeded. The answers:

14 - 1) ARVN is very acceptable fighting force 8%

2) ARVN is adequate and chances of their holding in the future are better than fifty-fifty 57%
3) Doubtful ARVN will make it against a firm 25% push in the future by VC/NVA

4) Other/No Answer 10% (32)

Thus, 65% of commanding generals gave RVNAF (in this case 'ARVN') a positive vote, yet these
responses may have a built-in downward bias. It is not known how many of the U.S. generals
served their tours in, say, 1966 or 1967, before RVNAF had embarked on its greatest
improvement. It is not revealed just what role any of these officers served, with whom, and to what
extent they were intimately familiar with RVNAF as a whole, the increasing effectiveness of
RF/PF, etc. Nor was the question asked: "How would US troops have fared, in 1974-1975, under
supply cutbacks suffered by RVNAF?" What can be said with certainty is that RVNAF, from 1968
on, accomplished far more than is generally known, that RVNAF units developed such proficiency
that they were able to withstand and eventually defeat, NVA invaders in 1972, often, in the case
of RF/PF, without massive artillery or tacair fire support. What also can be said with certainty is

that American understanding of this is abysmally and disgustingly low.

Another very important factor that many commentators overlook and remain ignorant of was the
younger generation of RVNAF officers and NCOs who were dedicated to the cause of a non-
communist Viet Nam. They were open, candid, rational and honest, acknowledging, for example,
that the Montagnards should not be treated as inferiors, that corruption need to be attacked, and

that the a new Viet Nam need be forged, freed from shackles of the past. Many of these people



were well-positioned to dodge the draft or secure a safe non-combat position; they did neither,
and could be found in serving in high-risk combat positions, as volunteers. Their attitudes were

articulated by one young RVNAF officer:

"....the people my age joined the military [RVNAF] because we had an ideal and we understood
what it was to live in a free world and to live in a Communist world. It was not like people said,
that those who joined the military were just conscripted into the service and didn't have any ideas

of their own.

15 - But the Americans never seemed to understand that."33 Tran Quoc Buu was chairman of
RVN's Labor Confederation, equivalent to America's AFL-CIO. He had influence and could have
arranged for his son to find safe duty, much safer than his position as an ARVN infantry officer.
In the closing weeks of RVN's existence, while pounded with NVA artillery and desperately short

of munitions, Buu's son wrote him a letter:

"You must explain to them [Americans] the gravity of our situation. ... They have to provide the
military and technical aid they had promised. | beg you Father, to intervene with them. Otherwise,
we will be crushed and defeated. We are not cowards. We have no fear to die. ... In any event, |

will hold my position and not withdraw."34

Tran Quoc Buu's son was killed in action. Dr. Phan Quang Dan was minister of refugee
resettlement, a former opponent of Ngo Dinh Diem, and known for his honesty. He had the power
and influence to keep his son, Phan Quang Tuan, out of harm's way. Neither accepted this option
and Tuan volunteered to fly A-1E Skyraiders, used solely and expressed for close tactical air
support. After killing 7 NVA tanks along the DMZ during Hanoi's '72 offensive, Captain Tuan was
shot down and killed by NVA anti-aircraft fire.35 These individuals were not unique. This author
routinely encountered young gunship pilots, rangers, marines, airborne, all volunteers for
hazardous combat duty, and all of whom were repulsed by the idea of a communist Viet Nam,
and the continuation of business-as-usual corruption emanating from Saigon. One of the more
poignant examples of dedication to the nationalist cause occurred when cadet officers from RVN's
Da Lat military academy prepared to make their last stand, as witnessed by French correspondent

Raoul Coutard who encountered them moving out to block advancing NVA units:
"You are going to be killed?'

'Yes,' answered a warrant officer.

Why? It is finished.'

'‘Because we don't want communism.' And, bravely, these young cadets in their beautiful new

uniforms, their well-polished shoes, went to get themselves killed."36



16 - The Truong Thieu Sinh Quan, in Vung Tau, was a boarding school and military academy for
Viet Namese youth whose fathers died in the war. When the end came, the 12- and 13-year boys

sent the smaller children home, barricaded the school, and engaged advancing NVA units:

"They kept fighting after everyone else surrendered! ... Many of them were killed. And when the
Communists came in the cadets fought them. The Communists could not get into that

academy."37

People of caliber were rising in RVNAF's ranks, and exigencies of the situation forced greater

reliance on promotion based on ability, not political reliability or family connections.

The American news media failed, utterly and pathetically, in Viet Nam, far, far more than the
military forces, RVN, US and allied, they frequently condemned with smug and presumptuous
inferences. A survey of 9,604 broadcasts by NBC, CBS and ABC, from 1963 to 1977, clearly
showed the inadequacies of television reporting(sic). 67 (0.7% of total) dealt with RVNAF training.
79 (0.8%) with Pacification. 256 (2.7%) with either RVN or Cambodia government or military. A
total of 392 broadcasts, comprising 2.7% of all television news coverage of Viet Nam.38 There
was nothing about the more than 200,000 VC/NVA hoi chanh vien(defectors), nothing about
RVNAF forces that fought well. Nothing about the famed "Kingbees,"RVN helicopter pilots who
saved lives of US Special Forces elements under fire along the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Most if not all
Americans recall the dramatic photo of the Chinese man who stood before a tank in Tiananmen
Square yet no one knows of RVN Marine Sergeant Huynh Van Luom who stood on the Dong Ha
Bridge and stopped an NVA tank column, firing his LAW anti-tank missile:

"The spectacle of this 95-pound Marine lying in the direct path of a 40- tank, which had no intention
of stopping, was in one respect incredibly mad. In another, more important respect, it was
incredibly inspiring to a pathetically thin defensive force and to many refugees, few of whom had
ever witnessed such an act of defiance and bravery. ...The extraordinary bravery of this one South
Viet Namese Marine had caused an armored attack, which until that moment had been almost

certain of success, to lose its momentum."39

17 - In a telling instance of news media myopia, reporter Donald Kirk exhibited absolutely no
interest in visiting the ARVN 7th division, where, under the leadership of Gen. Nguyen Khoa Nam,
the 7th had become an extremely effective unit, whose members appreciated the division farm
Gen. Nam established to alleviate economic hardships of his troops. Yet when Kirk and other
reporters were detained at an NVA road block, and later set free, Kirk was upset that he didn't
have the chance to talk with the NVA:

"l kept thinking how much they looked like they were right out of the movies. ... They seemed to

be like regular guys, you know. | only wish we could have stayed and talked to them longer."40



Mr. Kirk can rest assured that 7th division troops were "regular guys,"well worth talking to, and
learning from. He, like the much of the news media, was not interested and there is little mystery
as to why most Americans who served in Southeast Asia view the news media with bitter
contempt.

Had the news media made any attempt to connect with the Viet Namese people and troops they
would have found, as | did time and time again, that they viewed Hanoi's communism with
contempt and disgust, as a betrayal of Viet Nam's culture and values. They were not fighting, and
dying, to protect the "corrupt Thieu regime"but to secure a better life for their people, their children,
and their country. In an extreme expression of this view, one Viet Namese Marine enlisted man
told me that after they'd finished with the NVA they were going to turn their guns on Saigon
corruption. The dismal and tragic events that followed after 1975 verify the logic and validity of
their commitment. The entertainment media and American education have done no better and
remained content to repeat if not embellish media-established mythology. A widely used high
school history textbook's Viet Nam chapter has no mention of RVNAF to speak of, saying only
that "Viet Namization failed,"and otherwise incorporating over 200 demonstrably false or grossly
misleading statements in just over 13 pages of text. There is mention of the Cambodian Incursion,
yet no indication that more RVNAF troops were involved-29,000-than the 19,300 US troops

committed, or that RVNAF had previously conducted spoiling raids

18 - against NVA positions in the Cambodia. RVNAF, as will be the topic of another presentation
here, was "invisible." Movies and television are, some historical documentaries notwithstanding,
even worse. Even the film "Bat 21,"purporting to depict the rescue of LTC Iceal Hambleton in
1972, inexplicably leaves out the fact that an RVN SEAL, Nguyen Van Kiet, conducted the rescue
with US SEAL Tom Norris, earning a US Navy Cross for his valor and heroism. How can the
American public expect to learn anything when de facto censorship erases any and all indications

of exemplary RVNAF performance?

Finally, it needs to be acknowledged that RVNAF was saddled with one serious burden that
proved impossible to overcome: an amazingly inept and disturbingly ignorant ally in the form of
the U.S. government. An entire seminar could be given on this subject — and should be. Pseudo-
strategies emanating from Washington were, in essence, criminally negligent. Nothing was ever
done to block and hold the Ho Chi Minh Trail, without which Hanoi's war could never have been
prosecuted. Nothing was ever done to engage in the propaganda/counter-propaganda
information war, which was, in the form of dich van, a sine qua non for Hanoi's strategy, and one
that was conducted with diabolical deceitful brilliance. Nothing was done, until late in the game in
May 1967 when CORDS was set up, to plan and intelligently coordinate military and pacification
operations. Nothing was done to develop a theater-wide coalition among Viet Namese, Laotians,

Cambodians and Thais against a common enemy, while Hanoi did just that, building an Indochina



Theater command structure to integrate all factors into a coherent regional strategy. America's
excuse for leadership was "mu loa", blind, and fumbled like a hog on ice, like a "coc vang,"a
golden toad, very wealthy but very dumb. Counter-historical propositions can seldom be proven
with complete certainty, and perhaps the war was "unwinnable." Maybe. Yet those Americans
and Australians who served alongside their RVNAF comrades, "chien huu, ban be, giong nhu anh
em ruot,"carry with them the profound sadness of having lost the venture, of having lost scores
of dedicated friends, and also the great honor of having tried to attain a better world for the
common people of Viet Nam, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand. They were not driven by
sophisticated

19 - concerns over world geo-politics, but rather by respect and admiration for the many Southeast
Asians who valued their country, who "the bao ve giang son que huong." Much history remains
unexplored, reflecting a continuation of the American propensity to see only through American
eyes, filtered by American pre-conceptions. Some books refer to Viet Nam as an "American
ordeal,"never once asking what type of ordeal the Southeast Asians experienced. An abundance
of valuable historical information and astute observations, without which full comprehension is
impossible, is found in books written by Viet Namese (and Laotians). Works by Ly Tong Ba, Ha
Mai Viet, Pham Huan, Phan Nhat Nam, Tran Van Nhut and others cry out for translation, as do
the dozens of articles published in Viet Namese military journals and publications each year, many
of them describing battles, developments, and personalities that are completely unknown to
American historians. Failure to consult these sources ensures that Viet Nam, and Hanoi's
Indochina war, will both remain indecipherable enigmas, and that RVNAF's real history will remain

buried under layers upon layers of myth, ignorance, and unfounded conjecture.

1. Stuart Herrington's Silence Was A Weapon (Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1982), later re-

published as Stalking the Viet Cong, remains the sole narrative of Hau Nghia RF 1972 battles.

2. James H. Willbanks, The Battle of An Loc (Bloomington, ID: Indiana University Press, 2005),
pp. 140-141.

3. Personal interview with author, December 1993.

4. Brigadier General James Lawton Collins, Jr., The Development and Training of the South Viet

Namese Army (Washington, D.C.: Department of the Army, 1975), p. 151.

5. The author saw the report on this event, which occurred in Vinh Long Province, sometime in

early 1975. It is not known if the report still exists or even made it out of Viet Nam.



6. See Herrington, Silence Was A Weapon for commentary on abduction and proselyting of
PSDF.

7. Frank Brown, Delta Advisor (Bennington, VT: Merriam Press, 1990), (both incidents) p. 12.
8. General Lam Quang Thi, Autopsy-The Death of South Viet Nam (Phoenix, AZ: Sphinx Press,
1986), pp. 49-50.

9. Dr. Lewis Sorley, A Better War (New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1999), pp. 274-275.

10. No known comprehensive study of MATs has been conducted. There were approximately 350
of these small teams deployed after 1968, primarily assisting RF and PF units. This topic needs
and deserves research.

11. David Donovan, Once A Warrior King (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1985), pp. 151-152.

12. John Cook, The Advisor (Philadelphia, PA: Dorrance & Company, 1973), p. 167. Reprint: (NY,
Bantam Books, 1987), p. 181.

13. One former advisor told the author he was and is sure his fellow advisor was shot by bad
elements of the troops he advised. Another told the author he was directly threatened by his

counterpart and was reassigned to another province. This was not a common occurrence.

14. Howard C.H. Feng, The Road to Ben Hai, master's thesis, University of Hawaii, 1987, pp.
108-109. 20

15. David Chanoff and Doan Van Toai, Portrait of the Enemy (New York: Random House, 1986),
pp. 74-75) p. 185.

16. Author read this POW's interrogation report, which included description of circumstances of

capture.

17. American forces in Viet Nam: Michael Clodfelter, Viet Nam in Military Statistics (Jefferson,
NC: McFarland Press, 1995), p. 253; VC/NVA battalion-sized attacks and small scale attacks:
Clodfelter, p. 151; terrorist attacks: Philip Davidson, Viet Nam At War (Novato, CA: Presidio Press,
1988), p. 633; percentage of secure hamlets: Gunter Lewy, America In Viet Nam (London/New
York: Oxford University Press, 1978), p. 192; Viet Namese civilian hospital admissions: Lewy, p.
443; assassinations and abductions: Lewy, p. 454; rice planting area: Nguyen Anh Tuan, Viet
Nam-Trial and Experience (Athens, OH: Ohio University Center for International Studies, 1987),
p. 399. [[Note: Clodfelter's excellent work is badly mis-titled. While it does have abundant statistics
it also contains a great deal of narrative history, regarding both Viet Nam adjoining countries of

Laos, Cambodia, Thailand. Highly recommended.]]



18. Cited in Michael Charlton and Anthony Moncrieff, Many Reasons Why-The American
involvement in Viet Nam (New York: Hill and Wang, 1978), p. 159.

19. Jeffrey Race, War Comes to Long An (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1972), p.
270.

20. Stanley Karnow, Viet Nam, A History[sic] (New York: Viking Press, 1983), p. 595. Author of
this paper is willing, at any time, to discuss how and why Karnow's work is, and there's no other

way to put it, sloppy, shoddy history.

21. Mark Moyar, Birds of Prey (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1997), p. 180. The author
knew Colin personally; he was caustically honest and candid and was not reluctant to verbally

demolish fatuous statements.

22. Douglas Pike, Viet Nam and the Soviet Union (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1986), p. 93.
23. Norbert Simon, "The Nails-FACs in Viet Nam," Military, Vol. XIX, No.4, September 2002, p.
12.

24. Sorley, A Better War, p. 338

25. Col. William E LeGro, From Ceasefire to Capitulation (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Army Center
of Military History, 1981). Seven Mountains: pp. 66-67. Tri Phap: 89-91. Captured document read

by author in Viet Nam, 1974. No known copies exist.
26. Oliver Todd, Cruel April (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1987), p. 438.
27. Thi, Autopsy-The Death of South Viet Nam, p. 7.

28. Anthony B. Lawson, Director of Special Studies, US Defense Attache Office, Saigon, RVN:
Survey of the Economic Situation of RVNAF Personnel(Phase 1ll). Tab B, unnumbered 8th page,
Question A15.

29. http://www.vnaf.net/
30. Sir Robert Thompson, Peace Is Not At Hand (New York: David McKay, 1974), p. 58.

31. Cited in Anthony Buscaren, editor, All Quiet on the Eastern Front (Old Greenwich, CT: Devin-
Adair Company, 1977), p. 122.

32. Douglas Kinnard, The War Managers (Hanover, NH: University Press of New England, 1977),
p.153. 33. Compendium of Viet Nam news broadcasts, by subject matter, prepared by Professor
Lawrence Lichty, submitted to The Viet Nam Project, WGBH Television, Boston. Author

photocopy undated.


http://www.vnaf.net/

34. Larry Engelmann, Tears Before The Rain-An Oral History of the Fall of South Viet Nam (New
York/Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990), p. 233.

35. Thi, Autopsy-The Death of South Viet Nam, pp. 17-20.

36. Ray Fontaine, The Dawn of a Free Viet Nam (Brownsville, TX: Panamerican Business
Services, 1992), pp. 100-105.

37. Raoul Coutard, "L'Adieu Saigon,' (Date/publication unk.) cited in Phan Vinh Kim, Viet Nam-A
Comprehensive History (Solana CA : PM Enterprises, 1992), p. 520. 38. Engelmann, Tear Before
the Rain, p. 256.

39. Col. G. H. Turley, USMC, Ret. The Easter Offensive (Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1985), pp.
134-135.

40. Sam Anson, War News (New York: Simon & Schuster/Touchstone, 1989), p. 85. The author
met Kirk in Viet Nam and strongly suggested he write a story on the ARVN 7th and its
accomplishments, elaborating on Gen. Nam's integrity, tactical brilliance, and dedication to a free
Viet Nam. Kirk received this with all the enthusiasm of someone hearing a phone solicitation for
21aluminum siding. He asked no questions and simply walked away. Other advisors experienced
the same disdain, asking reporters to come and see how well their counterparts were doing, only
to be shunned with blank stares of utter indifference.

Posted by Hai Tran


https://plus.google.com/109859115451837379427

